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• This is a huge new adventure!

• Don’t underestimate the impact on your child – and   

yourselves

• Be patient

• Be calm

• Let them work it out

• Don’t try to work it out for them

- Listen to them

- Talk to them

Show confidence that it will be OK

WELCOME TO SCHOOL ☺



Be confident and positive around your child

Take a little time to settle them in the morning in a positive calm way

If the teaching staff tell you they are fine –

They ARE fine!!!

Don’t grill them on their day as soon as you pick them up. 

Encourage them to talk about things rather than asking them lots of 

questions about their day at school

Listen to them. Don’t try to put ‘right’ all of the little social skills they are 

learning

Be understanding of tiredness and anxiety however they choose to show it 

but be firm and consistent in setting your boundaries

If, after a few weeks, you have any concerns then just check in with a 

member of the teaching team

Children, parents and school –

We are all in this together



Our first responsibility is 

Safe, secure, happy children

This is the start of a 

great partnership



What does a day in Reception look 

like?







Other words you might hear…

Jigsaw
Doh-disco

Big Play

My Buddy





Partnership with parents

Strong and respectful

Honest and open conversations 

Best outcomes for all children

‘The help that parents give their children at home 

has a very significant impact on their child’s learning’ 

(Development Matters July 2021)



Facts!
These are the prime areas:

• Communication and Language

• Physical development

• Personal, social and emotional development

These are the specific areas

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the world

• Expressive arts and design



Communication and Language 

This underpins all seven areas of learning and development

A language rich environment at home and school is crucial!

We believe in high quality interactions between adults and children at all times

This can include commenting on their interests, engaging actively in reading stories, echoing 

back what children say with new vocabulary and giving children the opportunities to share ideas. 



Playing! Communication and Language at home



Personal, Social Emotional Development

This area of the curriculum is important to support children’s cognitive development and helps them to lead 

happy and healthy lives.

Positive relationships with all adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those 

of others. 

Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a sense of self and have confidence in their 

own abilities. 

Consistent boundaries both at home and school help children to feel safe and secure.



Physical Development

We want children to have happy, healthy and active lives.

Gross and Fine motor skills

Using small tools with the support of adults allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

Opportunities for play indoors and outdoors, activities to develop their core strength, stability, balance and 

spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility.



Physical Development at home - Independence



Literacy
A life long love of reading!

Reading consists of two dimensions:

Language comprehension and word reading

Language comprehension starts from birth. It begins when adults talk with children about the 

world around them, enjoy songs and rhymes and read books to them.

Word reading requires decoding of printed words.

Writing involves transcription and composition. 



Supporting your child with literacy skills at home

• Recognising their own name

• Stories and more stories!

• School reading book

• Practising the phonics taught in school at home 



Mathematics
‘Developing a strong ground in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary 

building blocks to excel mathematically’ 

It is important to provide children with varied opportunities to apply their understanding of number 

by using manipulatives such as pebbles and five frames for organising. 

Children need to develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary which can support a 

deeper understanding of mathematical concepts. 



Mathematics at home – Talking to your child

• Counting out loud

• 1-1 correspondence

• Recognising numbers in the environment

• Sharing

• Subitising

• Shapes

• Cooking  



Understanding the world and Expressive Arts and 
Design – Provision

‘This involves giving children guidance to make sense of their physical and natural world and their 

community’

The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their 

understanding of self-expression and vocabulary’

Listening to a broad range of stories from different cultures enriches children’s understanding of 

our diverse world.  



Expressive Arts and Design

This helps support their creativity and imagination.

Children need regular opportunities to engage with the arts by exploring a range of media and 

materials.

‘The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their 

understanding of self-expression and vocabulary’



The role of the Top 10 Champion



Thursday 7th July

R1 am group 9.30 – 10.15am
R2 am group 10.30 – 11.15am

Tuesday 12th July

R1 pm group 1.30 – 2.15pm
R2 pm group 2.30 – 3.15pm

Website ‘New Parents’ 


