The Stages of Emergent Writing
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Once upon a fime, there was (were) four
butterflies. They wen on an adventure in the
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Random Scribbling – children scribble and can say what their marks mean. 


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://drawingwriting.com/images/Parker.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Drawing – children can draw/ scribble pictures. 
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This is the stage when children realise that one thing has an effect on another, e.g. that the pen makes a mark on paper. They will do it in lots of places, a finger licked on a window, in a spilt drink etc. 

















Letter like forms – circles and shapes resembling letters. 
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Controlled scribbles – children scribble in rows, in English from left to right. 
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This is the stage the marks start to look like something they have seen before, so if they haven’t seen writing they will not quickly reach this stage. It is at this stage that you can begin to talk about ‘writing for themselves’, their own special writing!

















Shapes, symbols and random letters,
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A mixture of words and phonic knowledge 
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Using initial sounds to represent words. 
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It is important at this stage that they can say what they are writing. If they can’t they will need lots of help to understand that writing carries a message to people who aren’t there or lists to help you remember. Try to show lots of examples of writing. 














This is when they are becoming a ‘true writer’ writing the words the way they sound and writing words for meaning and in different contexts. At this stage it does not matter that words are not spelt accurately but that the sounds represented are accurate! 

















