
 
 

Stoke Bishop Church of England Primary School 
 

Update and Guidance for Parents on the closure of school 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Thankyou for your patience and understanding with the current situation. I understand fully 
the concerns for many of you as parents and as people in work. This 3rd Lockdown is 
presenting it’s own unique challenges, all exacerbated by the lack of time or coherence within 
the expectations and guidance.  
 
There is, of course, a huge sense of frustration and upset about the decision we have taken 
to restrict provision. After collating figures, the number of keyworker and vulnerable children 
listed totalled 180+, which means senior leadership and governors have been forced to make 
the decision that we cannot provide for all keyworker children, purely from a Health & Safety 
perspective. The closure being intended to reduce the threat of transmission and impact on 
the increasing cases of positive cases. 
 
We remain open to the children of 2 key worker parents, single parent families where the 
parent is a key worker and to vulnerable children. We have attempted direct contact with any 
outstanding families on our list. If you believe that you fit the criteria and have not had any 
contact please email or ring the school office directly. 
 
Numbers are still significant, with over 90 children still attending school. If you are in a position 
where your child qualifies to be in school but there is some capacity for them to be at home 
then I urge you to consider this option. This is about reducing your families exposure to 
different ‘vectors’, as well as protecting the staff in school. A teacher who is ill cannot teach 
anywhere – in home or at school. The impact is significant on each year group. We therefore 
wish to minimise the size of groups as much as possible. 
 
As ever with this situation, we continue to review the issues arising and the guidance being 
issued by the government, in order to do the best that we possibly can for all of the children 
and staff at Stoke Bishop C of E Primary School. 
 
If your child is coming into school then the arrival and departure times set out in my letter 
yesterday will continue as they are at the moment. 
 
If your child is at home we have taken significant steps over the last term to develop the 
provision in a way that we think will make engaging with school and learning a fully 
challenging and creative experience. This is something that will also develop over the next 
few weeks as teachers, children and parents get to grips with the new platforms and 
principles.  
 
We have tried to tweak the difficulties that some had around the communication, uploading/ 
downloading of work and feedback through the use of Seesaw and Microsoft Teams.  
 
We also recognise that as a parent it can be hard to set your children off independently or 
simply to keep them on track if you’re not clear about the whole picture. Teachers will 
therefore be sending you a basic timetable of how the week works for your child and then on 
Friday each week you will receive a specific overview, by email, of the learning activities for 
the following week. These will be uploaded on Seesaw each day. The timetable also includes 



reference to the Remote Learning Timetable attached, which explains our plans for 
increasing the amount of online contact that your child will receive.  
 
You should have received the initial information by the end of today ready to start tomorrow. 
We understand that the next two days in particular, will have a large amount of getting to 
grips with things and making decision about how you ( your children) are going to organise 
yourselves (themselves). For that reason the full timetables will begin from Monday. 
 
The aim is to have much more consistency with the learning in school, hopefully giving the 
children in both school and home settings the chance to link up with aspects of learning and 
events in the timetable. 
 
Digital learning aside, the Home Learning books for all children to record their learning are 
available under the canopy at the back of the hall. You are free to come and pick them up 
from the entrance to school, between 9.15am – 12.00pm on Thursday and Friday this week.  
 
We will also be looking to include more ‘whole school’ activities/challenges over the period 
of this lockdown in order to maintain the sense of the wider school community that is so 
important to us as a school. 
 
As part of this increased focus on the experience and overall wellbeing for the children 
through contact and activity, we have reduced the expectation on teachers to mark and 
feedback on all of the work that children are doing, simply because we have found it is one 
of the least helpful parts of the process. Teachers were spending huge numbers of hours 
each day responding to work, even in the shortest of ways and this was limiting their ability 
to respond where their help was really needed. At the same time, some children were being 
held back by waiting for a response before moving on. You will find therefore that the 
maximum teachers give feedback to is one piece of work per day. The focus will be on where 
children are progressing generally and over time rather than on every specific activity. 
 
If you are awaiting information regarding Free School Meals then this is being organised. 
 
If you think you would like to make use of After School Club provision then please email the 
school with ASC in the Subject line and list your Child’s Name / Number of Days required. A 
decision will then be made quickly as to whether the club can run on a financially viable basis.  
 
Finally, please don’t be overwhelmed, either by the situation, the work coming through from 
your child’s teacher – or this letter! 
 
Learning is a collaborative, supportive process. It is better to do less well than lots under 
stress. We are here to help. We are not abandoning you because you are at home. We will 
support in every way possible so please stay in touch when things get a bit harder. At the 
same time remember the cardinal rule. ‘Let it go!’ You cannot do and be everything all the 
time. Do your best because your best is good enough.  
 
As unique as this Lockdown is, we all have the capacity to come through it by working 
together and keeping each other in our hearts and minds. 

 
 

Very best wishes to you all. 
 

 
David Forrester 


