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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

Whilst there have been lots of bits of information over the past few weeks, this is our first newsletter of 

the year and it is really rather refreshing to have the opportunity to focus on the children and their 

learning in school. Welcome back to you all and to our new arrivals a very warm welcome to our school 

community. 

Many stresses and strains remain surrounding Covid and the impact that it has had on society but we 

hope that the return to school is at least bringing back some normality and balance to your everyday 

lives.  

From my perspective it has genuinely been wonderful to see the children and staff back in the       

classrooms. School is about learning and socialising and we want to keep the children’s day in        

particular, rooted in that. The school day itself is running well and although there are clearly gaps, the 

children have been very energetic and purposeful in their learning.  

Our aim at the moment is to keep clarifying the guidance for you so that we can keep the safety and 

wellbeing of all children and adults paramount in the minds of everyone. The trouble with things    

seeming more normal is that it can become easy to lose the discipline required to maintain a safe    

environment. There are some things to think about in respect of that, which I have focussed on      

overleaf. Please read them. 

Put simply, if people do not follow the guidance and expectations then you put yourselves, your       

children and everyone else in the school community at greater risk. If this is the case, our response 

could only be to tighten that guidance and control which will inevitably lead to more inconvenience. 

I understand that arriving, dropping off and picking up may be a greater issue than it was pre Covid – 

but it’s a lot better than being at home with your children unable to come into school, as it was the case 

from March to July. Please read the points overleaf which are designed to help you get it right, to stay 

safe and for us all to continue school as we want it to be.  

Ultimately of course we are relying on you, the parents, to maintain the expectations. We do not have 

sufficient numbers of adults in school to put on the gates, police the lines and monitor the playgrounds 

effectively. In many ways we really shouldn’t have to do that anyway. Please help us to help you by 

doing the right thing. 

This virus has not gone away and following appropriate expectations is crucial for the health and    

wellbeing of all. Surely, some small daily inconvenience is worth it just to have the opportunity to wave 

your children off happily each day. 

On that rather serious note, I wish you a very happy weekend and look forward to seeing you all again 

next week! 

 

 

David Forrester   

 



 

How do we keep school open for children? 

I have spent the last week observing what is happening with our current arrangements. 

Please read the following reminders to help us ensure we minimise the chances of school 

needing to be closed in any way to children.    

The guidance and expectation is that you enter the school to drop-off / pick-up your child 

on a socially distanced basis and this is maintained at all times. The staggered intake, 

signs for keeping left and one-way systems are all in place to enable this. Please make 

sure that you are doing that and don’t be tempted to chat in large groups.  

1. When waiting in lines at the beginning and end of the day please make sure that 

your children stay with you and maintain social distancing. This is out of concern and 

respect for other families who are also in the line. This is a polite request but also a 

specific expectation of the current guidance that exists both in school and the com-

munity in general. 

2. If people have chosen to wear masks it is because they have specific concerns re-

garding Covid.19. These may be medically based. Please respect the fact that they 

are wearing masks to protect both themselves and you. Maintain your distance at all 

times.  

3. Please do not arrive too early. If your children are in Y1 or Y2 in particular, I under-

stand that you may want to drop and go but it is creating such a clash with the Y3&4 

that we may be forced to set the time later just to maintain safety. Arriving at 8.50am 

means you are not impacting on earlier groups, you’re not late and you’re not hang-

ing around. Even arriving at 8.57am will mean that you will be able to get up onto the 

playground  and drop your child in time. 

4. When leaving the school site, it is just as important that you and your children remain 

in a socially distanced group from others.   

5. Having a chat and a catch up, whilst really good to do, should not be the focus of this 

time. Congregating outside of school—even for two minutes—should not be some-

thing that you do. 

6. Please keep to the left all the way around the site. 

7. Please keep moving so that bottlenecks do not occur.  

8. When picking up arrive at the time of your latest child. Please do not enter the site so 

early that you have to wait around. The children come out on time, so if you are arriv-

ing at the gate when they come out, by the time you reach their pick up point, they 

should be ready for you to do that and just keep moving.  

9. Everyone should enter through the top gate when picking up. This enables us to 

maintain a socially distanced flow through school. 

10. If you are dropping off your children in the car park for Y2 please stand with them in 

the line until the adults arrive to take them in, as with all other groups coming into 

school. You can do this in the car park as well as lining up along the front of school 

as per normal since 8.55am is the time that all of the final year groups enter. Please 

do not allow your children to run around. Adults will be there a few minutes before 

8.55am.  

 Please help us to help you by taking this guidance seriously 

 Many thanks 
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Term Dates 2020-21 

Autumn Term 

Term 1 

Tuesday 1st September 2020 to Friday 23rd October 2020 

Term 2 

Monday 2nd November 2020 to Friday 18th December 

2020 

 

Spring Term 

Term 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 to Friday 12th February 2021 

Term 4 

Monday 22nd February 2021 to Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

Summer Term 

Term 5 

Monday 19th April 2021 to Friday 28th May 2021 

Term 6 

Monday 7th June 2021 to Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 

Inset Days 

Tuesday 1st September 2020 

Friday 23rd October 2020 

Monday 4th January 2021 

Monday 22nd February 2021 

Friday 28th May 2021 

 

 

Parking! 

An ever present issue but given the current situation of   
staggered starts we were hoping that it may not prove to be 
so bad. 

As always I would ask you to avoid jams by following the 
voluntary one way system that comes along Cedar Park and 
down Lyndale Avenue; not stopping on the corner in front of 
school for passengers to jump out; and not parking on the  
zig-zags. All of these delay everyone and create dangerous 
traffic situations for pedestrians. 

Even more importantly, I would like to re-emphasise the 
importance of parking considerately by not pulling up on 
kerbs or especially by parking across neighbour’s driveways. 
We have been informed by a very patient but exasperated 
neighbour that she has bought wheel clamps – and will use 
them. Please don’t put her or yourselves in that position. 

 

Text Alerts 

As some of you will be aware we have sent some texts out to 
alert parents to the fact that a child/ member of staff has 
been sent home. This is part of our procedures for keeping 
you in the loop. It does not mean that school or your child’s 
bubble will be closing.   

If you receive such a text message you do not need to ring 
school to check whether we are closing. 

Similarly, taking to What’s App to speculate around the case 
is unhelpful, as it raises unnecessary concern. Especially with 
– by report – some inappropriate and ill-judged comments. 

It would be easy to think that it is simpler not to alert anyone 
until we are sure of  test outcomes but for some families it 
makes sense that they have early awareness. Please keep it 
as a positive that we are trying to keep you in the loop.   

 

 

Coughs and sneezes 

There have been many enquiries regarding children with 
sniffles and sneezes. As everyone is aware, this is perfectly 
normal for the time of year. Bring them to school. 

Where we would ask parents to be more alert is if your child 
shows any other symptoms, particularly a high temperature 
or feels sick in addition to sneezing. This is the time to      
consider keeping them at home.  

If you bring them in anyway, we will only end up putting 
them in an isolated room and ringing you to pick them up as 
we have to err on the side of caution when there are several 
indicators, for the safety of all. 

Many thanks for your continued co-operation with this     

control measure. 

Sickness / Absence 

Please remember to call the school office on 0117 377 2173         

by 9am if your child will not be attending school due to 

sickness or any other reason.  If you leave a  message    

concerning your child’s sickness can you please provide full 

details of the symptoms as we keep a check on any sickness 

going around. 



Secondary School Applications 

We would like to remind you that if your child is in Year 6, the   

application process for secondary school places closes on           

31st October 2020. 

Information will be sent home with your Year 6 child  today. 

Applying for a place after the closing date will disadvantage your 

child, as they will not be included in the first round of allocations.  

This may significantly   reduce the likelihood of being offered a 

school place at a preferred school.  Parents should apply on-line. 

If you have any questions or difficulties, then please contact Mrs 

Lawrence in the school office and she will be happy to help. 

Library Books 

Please can everyone return their 

library books as we are still missing 

a lot that were taken out before 

lockdown. 

Parent Governor  

We have two up coming  parent governor vacancies in October.  

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor and would like 
to find out more about the role and responsibilities, please contact 
the Clerk to the Governors sarah.richardson@bristol-schools.uk.  

An email with further information will also be sent out next week. 

Childhood Flu Immunisation - Academic Year 
2020/21 

Dear Parent/Carers 

Sirona Immunisation Team will be in school on Thursday 
22nd  October to deliver this years flu vaccination to children 
in all year groups.  The vaccinations are administered by    
nasal spray not injection. 

You should have already received information letters        

regarding this and consent forms will be sent home tonight. 

It is important that all forms are returned to school BY FRI-

DAY 18TH SEPTEMBER with your choice of giving or with-

holding consent, this way we can know that all children 

have brought their forms home. 

 

What a wonderful first week for our new Reception children! They have all come into school confidently 

and settled really quickly into their new routines. The children have explored the different areas of the 

classroom and have engaged in all the activities. We have been particularly impressed with the children’s 

independent play and their overall confidence in school. We can’t wait to see their smiley faces again next 

week. Don’t forget to have a look at our pictures on the website.  

School Dinner Payments 

A reminder for KS2 parents that school meals must be paid for in advance.  Dinners should be paid using SIMS 

Pay online payment system at the start of each term. 

We are not permitted to give meals on credit and non-payment causes extra work load for the office. 

Many thanks to the majority of parents who pay at the start of each terms as required. 

mailto:sarah.richardson@bristol-schools.uk


It has been great seeing all of the children in school again and so excited to 

learn and play. We have been very busy in Year 1 and 2. The Year 1 children 

have been practising all of the skills they learnt in Reception and the Year 2 

have been exploring how clouds are made and natural art.  

Don’t forget to look at the school’s website in our Current  

Learning tab to see information for this year. Any queries please 

email us.  

Welcome from the ‘Discoverers Hub’ 

 



Welcome from the ‘Inventors Hub’ 

What a wonderful and busy start to the new school year!   

In Year 3 we started our drumming sessions with Miss Scutt and            

investigated pulse and rhythm.  We have also started our Art project 

which focuses on Stone Age mark making. 

 

 

 

In Year 4 we have started our topic on The Romans and created timelines to 

show this period of time.  We have also been looking at soldiers and what they 

used to wear to protect themselves. 

 

 

As a Hub, we are currently in the process of producing a virtual ‘Meet the Hub’ video, where you will be 

able to see who the members of staff are that work with your child, have a look at the different learning 

areas and find out more about basic information.  We will let you know when it is ready! 

Please remember to bring in PE kits which are needed throughout the week.  All items should be in a 

named bag and all items labelled.   

Mr Burch 

Hub Leader 

Miss Scott 

Class 3SG 

Mrs Gough 

Class 3SG 

Miss Scutt 

Teaching Assistant 

Miss Brown 

Class 3B 

Mrs Woolwright 

Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Beach 

Class 4B 

Miss Barnicoat 

Teaching Assistant 

Mr Parmiter 

Class 4P 

Mrs Roberts 

Teaching Assistant 



Welcome from the ‘Innovators Hub’ 

Welcome back to all the children, parents and carers of the Innovators. The Team hope that you all had a resting and 

relaxing break. Sadly, as you all may know Miss Garcia returned to Spain this summer and we would like to thank her 

for all her hard work last year. However, we are delighted to introduce Mr. East who will be working primarily in Year 

5 with Miss Lacey. Many of the children already know Tom as he has taught ‘Toots and Flute’s’ at the school for sever-

al years. 

We hope that you have all seen our most recent posts on the Year 5 and Year 6 pages of the website. There, you will 

find ‘house keeping’ information for the upcoming year. 

Also, do look out for our ‘Meet the Hub’ video which will be posted on the Innovators pages of the School Website 

next week. 

This week both Year 5 & 6 have been busy settling into their new classrooms, getting used to new routines and taking 

part in a range of academic assessments. We have also introduced our new Topic for the term: Ancient Greece.  

If you do have any questions or queries, please do get in touch with your child’s class teacher via email or telephone.  

brinley.attewell@bristol-schools.uk 

charlotte.lacey@bristol-schools.uk 

Irene.harrison@bristol-schools.uk 

andrew.quinton@bristol-schools.uk 

Mr Quinton 

Hub Leader 

Mrs Harrison 

Class 6H 

Mrs Brunskill 

Teaching Assistant 

Mrs Richards 

Teaching Assistant 

Miss Lacey 

Class 5L 

Mr Attewell 

Class 5A 

Miss Staines 

Teaching Assistant 

Mr East 

Teaching Assistant 

Year 6 Parents 

If you have agreed with your child that they may walk home by themselves, or with a friend, please can you 

remember to let the class teacher know. 

Thank you. 



Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                  

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

Treading the Boards 

 
We have been informed that the Bristol Old Vic Young Company sessions are restarting 
from Monday 21st September. Obviously recent guidance may have impacted on this and 
we would always ask you to be considerate of the number of bubbles your child is           
connecting with. 

 
Follow the link below if you are interested. 

 

https://bristololdvic.org.uk/interact/young-company 

 
 

Contact details: 

 

Hattie De Santis  
Engagement Producer  

+44 (0)117 949 3993 (Ext. 8651) 
Bristol Old Vic, King St, Bristol, BS1 4ED 

bristololdvic.org.uk 
Facebook / Twitter / Instagram 

 

 
 

https://bristololdvic.org.uk/interact/young-company
http://www.bristololdvic.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/bristololdvic
https://twitter.com/BristolOldVic
https://www.instagram.com/bristololdvic1766/

