
THE ASSASSINATION  
OF 

 ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
 14th APRIL 1865 

 



Your task: 
Read the following information about Abraham Lincoln. You may also wish to do your 
own research. 
 
Your task is to write a newspaper article about Abraham Lincoln’s Assassination. 
 
• Come up with a catchy headline. 
 
• Remember to include the 5W’s and some quotes. 
 
• Draw a picture. 

 
Remember the Civil War has just ended and the North has been victorious.  
 
However, tensions are still running high and many Confederates are not happy with 
the outcome of the war and the perceived attack on their freedoms and liberties.  

 



Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of United States. He  is best known for 
delivering the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1st 1863.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This decree stated that all slaves in the Confederate States of America should be set 
free. Although this did not happen immediately it eventually led to the 13th 
Amendment which would free all slaves in the United States a few years later. 

 

THE EMANCIPATION PROCLOMATION JANUARY 1963 



THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS NOVEMBER 1863 

He is also remembered for delivering one of the most important speeches in American 
history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It followed the Battle of Gettysburg and it is known as the ‘Gettysburg Address. It only 
lasted a few minutes but it paved the way for a new consensus of political and social 
freedoms within the United States of America. 

 



LINCOLN’S ASSASSINATION 

Sadly Lincoln was assassinated by well-known stage actor John Wilkes Booth on April 
14, 1865, while attending the play ‘Our American Cousin’ at Ford's 
Theatre in Washington, D.C.  
He was shot as he watched the play from his balcony seat. 
  
 

• Famous actor 
• Supported slavery 
• Supported the South 
• Blamed Lincoln for everything that  
       was wrong in the South 
 
 
Lincoln died the following day at 7:22 am, in the Petersen House opposite the 
theatre. He was the first U.S. president to be assassinated, with his funeral and 
burial marking an extended period of national mourning. 

 



A WIDER CONSPIRACY? 
Occurring near the end of the American Civil War the assassination 
was part of a larger conspiracy intended by Booth to revive 
the Confederate cause by eliminating the three most important 
officials of the United States government.  
 

 
Conspirators Lewis Powell and David Herold were assigned to 
kill Secretary of State William H. Seward, and George Atzerodt was 
tasked with killing Vice President Andrew Johnson 
 
Beyond Lincoln's death, the plot failed: Seward was only wounded and 
Johnson's would-be attacker lost his nerve. After a dramatic initial 
escape, Booth was killed at the climax of a 12-day manhunt. Powell, 
Herold, Atzerodt and Mary Surratt were later executed for their roles 
in the conspiracy. 

 




