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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

Yesterday afternoon we said goodbye to our Y6 children. The moment, as ever, was an awkward mix of  

sadness and celebration.  

There is an enduring sense of sadness when children that you have known for many years move on,        

especially as many of them are at such a crucial point of development in their lives. The celebration, of 

course, is about their achievement: The people they have been; the fulfilment of much promise; their       

readiness to take on what is before them. 

For this Y6 in particular, the end to their primary years has been a difficult one. I would like to pay tribute to 

them for their maturity in dealing with the situation so well. They have shown in their very response, that they 

are ready to ‘fly’! 

As a small celebration we had a quick parade on the field for them with the other children in school (all safely 

socially distanced of course). The children sang a song and then Y6 released a balloon, with a name label 

and the school address on, asking for any finders to contact school to let us know how far they got.  

It was a lovely moment when they released their balloons (see the Innovators update). Even better than that, 

however, is the fact we have received our first response! 

These lovely retrievers found Ismail’s bal-

loon in Herefordshire. They are in a field 

midway between the Brecons and Here-

ford. If you want to see exactly where, for 

yourself, you can venture onto the 

what3words website and put ///

mason.handyman.country in the search 

bar.  We have emailed a response to the 

gentleman for taking the time to contact us 

– and for sending such a lovely             

photograph.  Izzy has a copy of the photo 

for his scrapbook! 

We look forward to seeing our Y6 families 

for a final goodbye at the Y6 leaver’s picnic 

on Thursday 16th July (4.30-5.30pm). 

 

Next week of course we welcome back Reception and Y1 children to school, along with Y3 and Y4 children 

for their 2 day sessions. We are really looking forward to seeing you all. There is more information on this in 

the newsletter. 

Goodbye to Y6, and best wishes to you all. 

 

 

David Forrester   



 

KS1 choir have been working incredibly hard to record their favourite song for the Virtual Proms this 
year. Here they are singing Revolting Children from Matilda the Musical. Click on the link to watch the 
video.  

https://youtu.be/ArQskxueBg0 

We have some amazing talent across KS1. Here is their Virtual Proms video with all of their                
performances. Click on the link to watch!  

https://youtu.be/be-gGXH3vSQ  

Don't forget, if you are in KS2 and you would like to feature in the KS2 video, send your performances 
to Miss Lacey by Friday 3rd July. Remember to dress smartly and bow at the end!  

                         PTA 

I hope that you and yours are keeping safe and well. 

 It’s sad to think that last Saturday would have been the Summer Fair. We had so many brilliant plans and 
ideas. Hopefully this means we can just be better prepared for the main event next year. 

 Which brings us nicely to the fact that our current Treasurer and Secretary have decided to stand down 
from their roles. As Treasurer, Olivia Orford has done an excellent job of keeping the books and asking 
where we most add value when we spend your funds. Hannah Kealy has been a force of nature in the      
Secretary role, and is now going to run for Vice Chair. I am happy to stay on as Chair for the year ahead. 

 Normally, we’d wait until September to have an election for these roles, but we’ve decided to press on this 
year and make those appointments ahead of Summer so that we can hit the ground running next term. 

 For now, please let me know if you’d like to put yourself forward for one of the following four roles: Chair, 
Vice Chair, Treasurer or Secretary. The best way to do that is to drop us an email 
to stokebishoppta@gmail.com 

 In a few days’ time, we’ll announce when the elections for these four roles will take place – it’ll most likely 
be by Zoom one evening after the kids have gone to bed.  

 Then, in Autumn term, we’ll have our regular AGM to welcome new parents and committee members, talk 
about the year ahead and review our finances and how your money is being spent.   

 Please also feel free to drop me a line if you have any questions about the roles, want to find out more 
about the PTA want to get involved but don’t want to take up a formal role. 

Thanks,  

Si Marshall (on behalf of the PTA) 

https://youtu.be/ArQskxueBg0
https://youtu.be/be-gGXH3vSQ
mailto:stokebishoppta@gmail.com


So Long, farewell, Auf wiedersehen, goodbye… 

This time of year is not just when we say goodbye to the Y6 children. It is also a time when 

adults often leave for pastures new.  

Mrs Lange is leaving us at the end of term to make a move to secondary schooling, where she will be working 

on inclusion support for children in KS3 and 4. Mrs Lange has been a fundamental member of staff in our link 

with St Mary’s church in her four and a half years at Stoke Bishop C of E Primary. She has been part of many 

wonderful activities that have strengthened the partnership thus benefitting the school and the children in so 

many ways. We wish her just as much success in her new role and say goodbye with much gratitude.  

Mr Rowe, has been someone I met just as I started at Stoke Bishop and I was struck by his energy and          

enthusiasm. In the two years that I have worked with him, that has not changed. He shows a positivity and 

commitment to children and their daily experience of school that is wonderful to see. That desire to know and 

understand more is taking him on an adventure around the world as he and Mrs Rowe, take up new posts in 

Singapore. It is an exciting move. We wish them both a wonderful time and will say a very sad farewell to Mr 

Rowe on 17th July. 

Some of you may not know Miss Garcia, who has been working as a Teaching Assistant in the Innovators Hub 

for the past year. She came to us in March 2019, as part of her Spanish University teacher training, and        

decided to stay in order to improve her understanding of the English education system before returning to 

Spain to begin her teaching career. We have been so pleased to see her skills and her contribution to the     

children’s learning develop fantastically quickly. It will be a hard task to replace her.  We would just like to say 

to all three: 

Mil gracias por todo! Buena suerte en todo lo que viene. 

Te extranaremos muchisimo! 

A reminder if you are struggling due to the current situation. 

There are many families who have not been in such a position of need as they currently might be. You might be         

struggling, for the first time, to put food on the table for the whole family or to have sufficient money for bills. There is 

no shame in that. The lockdown has created fundamental difficulties for families in many different ways.  

The stresses of such situations also cause difficulties between children and adults - or just adults - that simply wouldn’t 

have arisen beforehand. Sometimes, the chance to talk some of this through and get some help, can be the difference 

between day to day life being manageable rather than out of control. 

In the first instance we are here to help. That may be financial, emotional or simply ensuring you are able to get proper 

contact and advice from the right agencies.  

Please be assured that, whatever your issues, we will do our very best to help you. Anything we discuss or support you 

with is absolutely confidential. There is no judgement – only the desire to help anyone who is struggling. 

If you think we might be able to help you in any way whatsoever, then please don’t hesitate to contact either myself, or 

Simon Burch, Deputy Head and Inclusion lead, on our direct emails: 

 head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk 

 depstokebishopp@bristol-schools.uk 

Many thanks 

David Forrester 

mailto:head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:depstokebishopp@bristol-schools.uk


SCHOOL ORCHESTRA 

 

 
School Orchestra have been meeting for              

rehearsals on Teams every Thursday!  We’ve 

had lots of fun playing pieces from Star Wars 

and Mamma Mia to Ed Sheeran’s ‘Perfect’.  

Here are a few of our members.  Watch out for 

us in the School Prom! 

Flying High at Stoke Bishop C of E Primary School 

At the beginning of the year I was approached by Emily in Y6 who had spent many years feeling a little left 

out because she was not included in the ‘Around the World’ Display with pictures of all the children in the 

school. It transpired that her year group had arrived in the year after it had been created and therefore 

missed out.  

Rather than complaining about this, she had come up with a plan of action. She wanted to take pictures of 

all the children and staff in school and create a display that could be added to each year. She recruited    

Imogen and Bella to her cause and over the next few months they used up their lunchtimes organising and 

putting together pictures of each Year group. 

The results of their very hard work were about to be displayed when the Lockdown hit – but, rather than be 

downhearted, Emily has made sure that the task was finished. She worked with Mrs Roberts in this last week 

to get the display up on the wall, as you can see below.  

It is a magnificent display of all the people who work and learn at Stoke Bishop Primary School named "Flying 

High At Stoke Bishop Primary School".   It’s a wonderfully apt message for all in school, particularly on the 

day the Y6 released their balloons. It will also be a reminder of Emily, Imogen and Bella well after their time 

here in school. Well done and thank you girls! 



 

 

DISCOVERERS 

 
Inventor’s Hub 

 

This week we have been reading a beautiful   story set in the fabulous Italian town of Venice. ‘Jo-Jo the 
Melon Donkey’ by Michael Morpurgo. Children chose different tasks to complete. Here is a fantastic letter 
by Peter in 3L. 

 In maths, we have been exploring mass and 
measuring the weight of different objects.  

Lara measuring 

Reception thoroughly enjoyed going pond dipping this 

week. 

The children were very excited to catch newts, pond skaters 

and Water snails. We also had a special guest appearance 

from Mr Toad.  

The children at home and at school have been listening to 

the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar and have produced 

some lovely work connected to this story. 

Year four have been making amazing Brazilian 

masks.   

Aye’s mask Nikitta’s mask 

We hope you have been enjoying the sunshine this week. We have found it hot in school!  

Year 1 have been reading “Sharing a 

shell” by Julia Donaldson.        

Cesare 

wrote a 

great  

review!  

It looks like Luke has been 

busy too!  

We are looking forward to welcoming back the Year 1s next week, but it does mean that all teachers and 

TAs are working in school full time so we may not be available to reply to emails as frequently.  

Florence has done a super hot 

air balloon picture.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Year 6 it has been an emotional week. There has been an opportunity for the children to explore how 
they feel about leaving Stoke Bishop and to reflect on their time with us. They have shared their memories, 
good times, happy times, things they have learnt and experiences they have had. However, it was also time 
to look to the future and the children were joined by Racheal Powlesland from St Mary’s Church who led a 
fantastic session about ‘moving on’ and ‘transitioning’ to secondary school. The children took part in lots of 
fun activities and we were really impressed with their honesty and maturity. We even had a tie tying       
competition and as you can see from the participants: Oscar 6Q, Eden 6H and Joe 6Q they still have a lot to 
learn! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

Can anyone tie a tie? 

Eden 6H Oscar 6Q Joe 6H 

This week in school, Year 5 have worked so hard even though it has been incredibly hot! They have been 
working on adding and subtracting fractions and produced some amazing writing based on the music   
video for Titanium. They did this using the Chrome Books which also developed their typing skills-      
something we will be doing more of!  

At home, everyone is continuing to work hard and sending in some amazing work. Mr Attewell and Miss 
Lacey are so pleased with all the effort you are putting in and we are very proud of you!  Well done!  

This is William's (5L) tense narrative based on the 
music video, Titanium. He has done a fantastic job, 
including the 5 senses to add to his description and 
a great range of exciting vocabulary. Go to the 
website for a closer look!  

Freddie (5L) has been enjoying a 4 
day online course this week about 
crystals that can be found 
across America and how to mine them. 
He’s hoping to put this to use if his 
trip to Texas for a BMX competition 
gets rescheduled.  



 

Following a picnic lunch the children were joined by the children attending school to say their good byes! As 

the Year 6 children made their way to the field they were each given a balloon and a name tag. After an 

emotional rendition of ‘One Call Away’ by Charlie Puth and some inspiring words by Mr. Forrester the      

children let go of their balloons. As the balloons rose and flew into the sky the children were reminded that 

although this part of their school journey had come to an end it is in fact just the beginning of a new       

chapter… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving on transition morning with Rachel Powesland 

Saying goodbye!   

Letting our balloons go and moving on…. 



Community Links  

School Uniform 

 

Our school uniform provider will be        
relocating from Henleaze to open a       
flagship North Bristol store on Monday 
29th June at Stoke Gifford.  

Please see the attached flyer for details or 
follow the link below to the website for 
more information or to book an instore 
appointment. 

 
https://www.monkhouse.com/  
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