
School Newsletter 
                 Newsletter No 35 Summer 2020 

Stoke Bishop C of E Primary School 
Cedar Park, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, BS9 1BW 

Telephone: 0117 3772173    

Email: stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk        

www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk  

                                    Head Teacher: Mr David Forrester  

Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 
 

Another week, another lack of real guidance or change to the general picture. This of course leads to frus-

trations from all quarters and I know that some of you are feeling this and feeling we should be doing more. 
 

To be honest this was inevitable given the lack of guidance from above but the key issue from school’s per-

spective is that there is no change that has been announced that affects the overall condition of the original 

proposals from the government. Neither has there been a change from the advice of Public Health England 

(PHE). That means we are therefore still working from a risk assessment that identifies 2m as the social dis-

tancing guidance. It means we are still only able to fit 10/11 children in a classroom and that means we are 

restricted in how many children we can have in school. As soon as there is any change we will implement it. 
 

The decisions we have taken are about respecting the health & safety of all the staff and children in school. 

Taking risks with the health of others or members of their families is not a position we can defend.  
 

Please also remember what I said at the beginning of all the talk around a return to school – Every setting 

has different issues to deal with, which is why we are able to do more than some and less than others at the 

moment. Comparison is pointless. It doesn’t make any school better than another. As we move forward we 

very much hope that there will be a shift in the information from PHE or the direct guidance from the govern-

ment. That will inform any changes we make, which we will keep you informed about. In the meantime the 

following explains our current plans. 
 

Next Thursday, 25th June, will be the last school day for our Y6 as we bring their time at Stoke Bishop to a 

slightly premature end.  Our commitment to them as a year group is extremely important to us. Their prima-

ry school career has undoubtedly been impacted in not getting the full closure – either academically, socially 

or emotionally that all other years have done. They have handled this really well and we only wish that we 

could do more to celebrate their time at the school.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate them for their individual accomplishments and to remind 

them that their achievements are based on their seven years at the school rather than the last three months. 

They have every right to feel proud of themselves, to look forward to what is to come and to tackle it with full 

belief in their abilities. 
 

On Monday 22nd June, we will be issuing the plan for the rest of term. This will specify the provision we are 

able to manage for other priority year groups beyond the children of key workers and vulnerable children. 

Please ensure you read it so that you are clear as to how the offer impacts your child. The changes will take 

place from Monday 29th June. 
 

We are also currently exploring possibilities and options that we may need to consider for September. There 

are numerous factors to take into account but we intend to have a full description of what provision will look 

like for children by 10th July. We will share this with you so that you will be clear as to what to expect for 

next year. This may be the range of options we have prepared based on pending government announce-

ments, or actual arrangements if we have had clarity of guidance. 

 

In the meantime keep safe and well. 

 

 

 

David Forrester   

 



             LIBRARY BOOKS—YEAR 6 

Please can all library books be returned to school by Thursday 25th June .  A box will be left out 

at the front of the school for you to drop them into.  Thank you. 

 http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2020/06/Information-bulletin-for-Families-

during-Coronavirus.pdf 

 

Do you know a vulnerable person or have a 

vulnerable relative? 

Please read the attached leaflet on 

‘Cuckooing’ and be sure that all those you 

know - or are aware of - are protected from 

this. 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

We have heard much this week about the provision for Free School Meals children. These families are 

high on our priority list and we want to remind them that there is additional help if they need it.  

Just as importantly, the current situation means there are many families who are not on any such list and 

have not been in such a position before. You might be struggling, for the first time, to put food on the table 

for the whole family or to have sufficient money for bills. There is no shame in that. The lockdown has    

created fundamental difficulties for families in many different ways.  

The stresses of such situations also cause difficulties between children and adults - or just adults - that 

simply wouldn’t have arisen beforehand. Sometimes, the chance to talk some of this through and get some 

help, can be the difference between day to day life being manageable    rather than out of control. 

In the first instance we are here to help. That may be financial, emotional or simply ensuring you are able 

to get proper contact and advice from the right agencies.  

Please be assured that, whatever your issues, we will do our very best to help you. Anything we discuss or 

support you with is absolutely confidential. There is no judgement – only the desire to help anyone who is 

struggling. 

If you think we might be able to help you in any way whatsoever, then please don’t hesitate to contact   

either myself, or Simon Burch, Deputy Head and Inclusion lead, on our direct emails: 

 head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk 

 depstokebishopp@bristol-schools.uk 

Many thanks 

David Forrester 

 

News from ‘Families in Focus’ 

Families in Focus is continuing to operate as 

normal as they can do during these unsettled 

times. They are using online contact, but their 

Strengthening Families Team and Family Sup-

port Workers are doing their best to continue to 

offer support to families across the area.  

Click below to find the latest News Bulletin that 

offers lots of different services that will support 

you if you wish to contact them directly. If you 

would like to discuss any support in school then 

please don’t hesitate to contact Simon Burch, 

Inclusion Lead on:  

depstokebishopp@bristol-schools.uk 
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Explorer’s Hub have been learning about minibeasts! The children at home and school heard the story of ‘The Bad 

Tempered Ladybird’ by Eric Carle. We acted out the story and thought about what the characters said using speech 

bubbles to write in.  The children have sorted minibeasts into those with legs and those with no legs. During the week, 

we went on a minibeast hunt on the field. In Shape, Space and Measure, we have looked at time and how to read 

o’clock. Get ready for next week as there seems to be a Very Hungry Caterpillar on the loose… 

Year 1 have been writing dia-

ries for some pesky     seagulls 

and learning about sharing in 

maths.  

If you would like any support next week, Miss Aldis and Mrs Preston are 

available so please do send them an email.  

The Discoverers continue to work hard at home and at school.  

Year 2 have been writing their 

own Ghyston and Goram  stories 

and learning all about money.  

DISCOVERERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 have been making amazing Italian travel brochures on a chosen destination of their choice.  In school, the    chil-

dren have been learning a fun Italian song with Mr Parmiter and Miss Colligiani! Fantastico! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 have had a great week investigating how to stay safe in the Amazon rainforest. Both in school and at home, the 
children have create 'Survival guides'. They have presented their guides in a number of inventive ways including;  pocket 
books, posters, powerpoint presentations and fact files!  

Inventor’s Hub 

Mia B Italian Brochure  Alex M Italian Beach Painting 

Betsy P 

Brazilian 

Salsa 



 

 

Year 5 

In school, we had a game of 5-a-side cricket where some fantastic shots were hit and 
also some winning catches. It ended in a very close 85-83 runs. Next week, Miss Lacey 
and Miss Garcia are going to join the teams to make it  6-a-side. We have also been 
working hard at our version of Shot Gun by George Ezra and we are hoping to record it 
next week and put it up on the school website. We have started a new art project of 
weaving to create our own decorative, woven wall hangings.  

 

 

  

 

 

Year 6 have had a very busy four days at school this week! 

Despite the wet weather all of the classes have enjoyed some PE lessons and have taken part in a variety of athletic 

and cricket sessions. Our English lessons have continued to focus on ‘The Adventures of Tom Sawyer’; this week we 

have been exploring the relationships between Tom and his friends, as he battles with his conscience over the         

mistaken arrest of local man ‘Muff Potter’. In Maths we have been exploring statistics, examining line graphs and data 

tables. We have also learnt the terminology for labelling a circle. In Art we 

have looked at the work of British Artist Bridget Riley. We investigated 

some of her amazing 3D Optical Illusion Art work and then had a go at   

recreating one of her pieces ourselves. 

6H found different textures in the classroom and in the playground, lace, 
lego, money, tree bark, concrete, drain covers etc - they used soft lead 
pencils and coloured pencils to make rubbings of the textures.  After that 
they high lighted the junctions with dark ink to create a patchwork of    
textures.  This is called frottage. 

On Thursday the children from 6Q and 6H were able to come together on TEAM’s for a class catch up. Fortunately the 

technology worked and it was great for the children to communicate and see each other again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Once again, all of the Year 5/6 bubble teachers have been extremely impressed with the children in school and how 
they are coping with the current situation in such a mature manner. We‘d also like to thank all the children at home 
who are sending their home learning to us and to the parents / carers for your continued support. 
 

Lucas, Sophia and Daniel creating their 3D art work… 

Bella taking part in 
Thursday’s Catch up 
meeting at home…. 

Here is a piece of  

writing from Reily 

(5L) which is a setting 

description using 

Show Not Tell. Can 

you work out what 

setting he is             

describing?   

Olly (5L) has been 
working hard in 
maths, converting 
mixed number to 
improper fractions.  



Do you want to get involved with Blue Peter’s Six    

Badges of Summer? 

There are six weeks of great things to do and join in 

with, see the poster below for details. 

Community Links  


