
LO:  To learn how to empathise with one of the main characters in a book
through writing a diary entry

Chapters 1 & 2 



These images are all from the
front covers of different
publications of the book that we
are going to read.

Talk in your groups about why
you think there are so many
versions of the book.

Talk in your groups about what
you think the book might be
about:
• Characters
• Setting
• Plot  



The Author’s background….

• Samuel Longhorne Clemens, known as Mark Twain

• American author and humourist

• Mainly known for:
o The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

and its sequel
o The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
(the latter which is often called “The Great American Novel”)



Background to the novel….

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain is an 1876 novel about a
young boy growing up in a town on the banks of the Mississippi River.
The story is set in the fictional town of St.Petersburg which was
inspired by Hannibal, Missouri, where Twain lived as a boy.







Hannibal is next to the Mississippi River.  
The river plays a big part in Twain’s novels.









Summary

Tom Sawyer lives with his Aunt Polly and his half-brother Sid. Tom dirties his clothes

in a fight and is made to whitewash the fence the next day as punishment. He cleverly

persuades his friends to trade him small treasures for the privilege of doing his work.

He then trades the treasures for Sunday School tickets which one normally receives for

memorizing verses, redeeming them for a Bible, much to the surprise and bewilderment

of the superintendent who thought "it was simply preposterous that this boy had

warehoused two thousand sheaves of Scriptural wisdom on his premises—a dozen

would strain his capacity, without a doubt."



Tom’s Diary Entry

Discuss the features…



Diary features

Date

First person

Past tense

Personal tone 

Self reflection

Rhetorical question

Short sentences

Exclamation marks

Paragraphs 



Date

• Dear Diary,

• Today was awful! Let me tell you about it. 

• It started when ………

• By then I was feeling ………

• Can you guess what happened next? Well, I was ………

• I thought that ………

• I’m hoping tomorrow will be better for me.

• Goodnight!



Your Task:
Imagine you are Aunt Polly.
Write your own diary about the events of the
day(s)….

Tip: Before you start, you should list your success 
criteria
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