
Topic Week Beginning 18th May 2020: 

 
Westward Expansion 

&  
Manifest Destiny 

46 Stars 1908 15 Stars  1795 31 Stars 1850 

Remember each star represents a 
State of the Union 



Westward Expansion… 
The United States has been growing ever since it began, from a 
narrow strip along the East Coast to a nation spanning the width 
of North America and beyond.  

Although a few colonists had begun to migrate west even before 
the American Revolution, expansion began in earnest after the 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Suddenly, the US gained a huge 
swath of territory, and took on the imperative of filling it.  



Manifest Destiny 
Manifest Destiny, a phrase coined in 1845, is the idea that the United States is 
destined—by God, its politicians believed—to expand its dominion and spread 
democracy, capitalism and Christianity across the entire North American continent.  

 

The philosophy drove 19th-century U.S. territorial expansion and was used to justify 
the forced removal of Native Americans and other groups from their homes.  



Despite the idealism of Manifest Destiny, the rapid territorial expansion 
over the first half of the 19th century resulted not only in war with 
Mexico, but in the brutal mistreatment of Native Americans, Hispanic and 
other non-European occupants of the territories now being occupied by 
the United States. 

U.S. expansion also fueled the growing debate over slavery, by raising the 
question of whether new states being admitted to the Union would allow 
slavery or not—a conflict that would eventually lead to the Civil War. 

 



The drive to spread across the continent was expressed in the 
philosophy of Manifest Destiny: a belief that Americans were fated to 
bring their superior culture to the “uncivilized” West.  

 

While the tragic flaws in this plan are clear in hindsight (the west was, 
of course, neither empty nor uncivilized, and the westward migration 
caused decades of violence against the Native American tribes), the 
basic concepts of going to the frontier, pushing boundaries, and 
spreading democracy are still powerful myths in contemporary 
American culture. 

 



American Progress (1872) John Gast 
Look closely at this famous painting. 
What can you see? 
 
 
 
 

Look at the different modes of transport 

Look at the colours   
particularly 
 darks and lights  
and which  
direction they are 
travelling in? 

What is the 
figure  
holding in 
her hands? 

What messages is the painter trying to convey? 

Who are 
the people 
in the 
picture? 
 
What do 
they 
represent? 



American Progress (1872) John Gast 
There are people walking, on horseback, wagon trains and most 
Importantly a train which represents America’s Industrial revolution 

Columbia is leading the  
Civilisation of the  
West. 
She brings the light  
from the East to  
the uncivilised  
darkness of the 
West. 

Columbia is carrying a 
school text book to educate 
and instil knowledge. 
She is also carrying a 
telegraph wire which 
connect the East to the 
West? 
It also represent American 
developments in Science. 

The Lady is 
Columbia who 
is the female 
representation 
of America (a 
bit like 
Britannia in 
our country its 
also the 
reason for 
Washington 
DC, District of 
Columbia its 
her domain) 

There are Native Americans, Pioneers, 
Farmers, Cowboys chasing buffalo and 
Colonists. 
 



Your Task: 
As the American population grew and grew and headed West the American 
Government wanted people to come to the country to settle. They advertised right 
across Europe. For a small fee, the Government promised rich farm land, safe passage 
across the country and most importantly the chance of a new life in a bright young 
country. 

Your task is to create  a poster advertising the prospect of moving to America to start 
a new life.  

 

On the following slides there are lots of examples… 

 

Remember to include lots of positive images,  

think back to John Gast’s painting. 

Think about your use of language – remember you  

are to trying to persuade people to leave their homes  

and travel all the way to America to start a new life! 

 






