
Art and Design: Photography Knowledge Organiser
Basics of the Camera Top Photography Tips

• Use the rule of thirds.

• Use a tripod to keep the camera stable when photographing.

• Take multiple shots of the same thing.

• Trial different settings on the camera when photographing the same subject.

• Have fresh clear backgrounds that do not distract from the subject.

• Experiment with angles.

• Try not to shoot right into the sun.

• Keep the lens clean.

• Practise! 

The Rule of Thirds
When using the rule of thirds in photography, the image is divided into thirds using two horizontal lines and two 
vertical lines. 

To create an eye catching composition, the subject matter is positioned according to the lines. For example, when 
the horizon is photographed near to the top third line, the focus for the viewer is drawn to the ground; when the 
horizon is near to the bottom third line, the sky is the focal point of the image.

Vocabulary
• Composition: how the elements or subject matter is arranged in the image.  

• Tripod: a piece of photography equipment that is used to stabilise the camera to capture a clear 
image. 

• Subject: the main object featured in the image. 

• Framing: framing the subject matter helps to draw attention to the main focus of the photography. 

• Silhouette: dark shape and outline of a subject matter against a brighter light. 
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There are some basic symbols you should experiment with and begin to understand when working with photography. Remember: these symbols may be slightly different for different makes and models of cameras. 

Points of View
It is interesting to begin to experiment with the point of view of the photograph. Many photographs are often 
taken from the eye level of the viewer; however, trying out different viewpoints can add interest to the image. 

Shoot from the hip: shooting the subject matter ‘from the hip’ or a midpoint can make the image look as though 
it is a candid and unplanned. 

High angle shots: shooting the subject matter directly from above or high up can give a exposed or vulnerable 
feel to the image or subject matter. 

Low angle shots: shooting the subject matter from below or low down can make the subject matter look powerful 
and very dominant.

C: the user can predefine their favourite settings and choose from these.

B: the camera will keep taking the photograph while the finger remains on the shutter. 

P: an automatic mode in which the camera chooses both the f-stop (aperture) and shutter speed; however, 
the user can select a combination of these settings, as well as colour and flash. 

Av or A: the camera chooses the shutter speed that will produce a good exposure and the user chooses 
the f-stop.

Tv or S: the camera chooses the f-stop that will result in a good exposure and the user chooses the shutter 
speed.

M: the user chooses both the f-stop and shutter speed, with full control over all settings.

Full Auto: the camera makes the choices for the user based on external factors should as light and 
proximity to subject. 
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Exposure
When selecting your exposure settings on the digital camera, you will learn to recognise what is correct 
for the environment, area and subject matter you are shooting. The image can be overexposed or 
underexposed based on the amount of light passing through to the image sensor in the camera.

Using the Elements of Art
To create a successful photograph, 
remember to consider the elements 
used in art:

• line;

• shape;

• form;

• tone;

• texture;

• pattern;

• space;

• colour;

• abstract. 

Vocabulary
Overexposed: too much light is let into 
the camera while shooting the image 
and the picture looks too bright. The 
image can look too white or washed 
out, while small areas of detail are not 
clear in the image.

Underexposed: not enough light is 
let into the camera when taking the 
image. An underexposed image can 
look ‘muddy’ or  heavily shadowed. 

overexposed underexposed
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Photography Artist Bio: Karl Blossfeldt

Born: 1865

Died: 1932

Occupation: Photographer, artist, sculptor and teacher. 

Nationality: German

Blossfeldt studied painting and music at the institute of royal art and design museum in Berlin. During this 
time, he practised photography. He later became a professor at the United States School for Fine and Applied Art, 
based in Berlin. Karl Blossfeldt was known for producing clear, close-up images of plants and living things using 
black and white or sepia colours and plain backgrounds to highlight the shapes and textures. He was inspired 
by nature and how plants grow and develop. 

Photography Artist Bio: Quentin Shih 

Born: 1978

Occupation: Photography Artist

Nationality: Chinese

Shih is a self-taught fine art photographer. He moved to Beijing in 2000 to develop and improve his 
career. At this time, Quentin Shih began to build a commercial portfolio, including work for Adidas, 
Microsoft and Vogue. In 2007, Quentin Shih won Esquire’s ‘Photographer of the Year’ award. Shih is 
known for his combination of fine art, dramatic lighting, fashion and unusual scenery.
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