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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

 

Well, it’s been an interesting week or two. The shifting sands of government announcements, specific 

guidance and media interpretation have been an interesting landscape to navigate. As a team of people 

who work on the basis of ‘Believing it’s Possible’, that has caused some significant challenges. 

 

Ultimately, it means we have focussed on trying to develop next steps that maintain something for all   

children and families. Whatever we are actually able to do, that shows consideration for all, is aimed at 

being able to hold the school community together far beyond this event itself.  

 

One day the Coronavirus will be a far more controlled issue, if never completely resolved, and we will all 

be back at school / work and attempting to get on with our lives in whatever way we feel is appropriate. 

When that happens we as a team know that we have to hold our heads up and to say that we did         

everything possible to fulfil our role in supporting the children of this school. 

 

Clearly, the needs of the many are not necessarily consistent with the needs of the individual. We         

recognise therefore that some of the decisions we have made so far, and will be making in the coming 

weeks, may not be as helpful to you as some of the government announcements may have suggested 

they would be. What we come up with and share with you is always based on what we can practically 

achieve in this specific context.  

 

Undoubtedly we will be offering something that looks different from the school up—or down—the road. I 

have spoken before of the huge differences between each school in the current situation and how they 

affect the possibilities around provision.   

 

The letter that you will be receiving today, about how we will be working after half term, is a perfect        

example of this. We have worked through possible scenarios and what is physically possible in the school 

if children and adults are as safe as possible. As a staff and governor team, options have been explored, 

stresses and frustrations expressed, until we have reached a solution that we all feel is viable.  

 

As a team, I’m not sure we have ever been as challenged—with conflicting emotions as well as perception 

of the ‘facts’, as much as they are. What I see is that, as a result, we are working together more effectively 

and considerately than we have ever done. This is hugely enhanced by the collaboration with               

yourselves—the parents and children. The sense of appreciation and recognition from home to school and 

back again has been a great strength of the whole school community and going forward will be immense. 

  

I think everyone recognises that coming out of this situation will be the hardest bit. As it gets rocky over 

the next few weeks and months, let’s remember that working together and seeing ourselves as part of 

something important will actually be a great help to all of us. I am positive that this approach has helped 

us, as a school team,  through the last couple of weeks in particular. 

 

Best wishes for a positive half term break. 

 

 

 

 

David Forrester 



 

Children of Key Workers in School 

This week, amongst other things, we cooked and ate 

scones! Delicious! 



STARS OF THE WEEK! 

R1 – Leo F 

Leo completed some amazing Beegu writing and completed ALL of the writing tasks – Good Job Leo! 

R2 – Lucas P 

Lucas drew a fantastic sweetie planet with lovely labels and wrote a list of very sensible things to take to 

space. He also completed some excellent sharing work in Maths. Super focus Lucas! 

What have we been doing at home?  

We have definitely seen more progress in the children’s learning this week. Well done children and parents! 

We’ve had some wonderful labelled aliens, word comprehension tasks, excellent use of the Part-Whole 

maths model and brilliant sharing examples from last week.  

 

What have we been doing in school? 

The children have been to space this week and we hope you have too! We have learnt about what             

astronauts do in space including how they go to the toilet! We’ve made spacesuits, alien spaceships and 

wrote our own postcards from space. We really enjoyed watching Tim Peake’s Cosmic Classroom too. In our 

number work, we thought about pairs to 5 and 10 and used our Numicon shapes to help us.  



Learning Diaries  

Thank you for your contributions to 2buildaprofile over this last term. We have really enjoyed looking at all 

the observations. Hopefully you will have received your child’s most recent Learning Diary from us. This will 

show you how the EYFS curriculum links to your child’s learning at home. There should be a good balance 

between child-initiated and adult-led activities as well as spontaneous activities that the children have      

engaged in independently.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you for all your support this term. As teachers, we 

never thought we would ever be in a position where remote learning would be a ‘thing’. It has been           

incredible how the children have responded and how you as parents have embraced the home schooling 

routine. We have especially enjoyed seeing you all on Teams.  

There are three key principles in children’s early development: 

The Unique Child – Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable and        

self-assured.  

Relationships – Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure                

relationships with parents and a key person/teacher. 

Enabling environments – Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas 

of Learning and Development are equally important and inter-connected. 

Whether you have decided to send your child back to school or not, these themes and principles are      

something we all need reminding of. Children have superseded our expectations in coping with Covid-19 and 

the impact this has had on their well-being. Their smiley faces, ability to play and quality of work have 

demonstrated that the reception children are still thriving. Although some of you maybe panicking and     

feeling like your child maybe falling behind and struggling socially – please don’t! We will scoop the children 

up from whatever place they come back to us at and whenever that is. You are all doing a great job.        

Lockdown has certainly tested parenting skills to the limit so keep working hard on building your child’s     

resilience. We hope you all have a wonderful half-term break and to end this term here is a lovely story well 

worth watching. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PnnFrPaRgY 

Take care, 

The Reception Team 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PnnFrPaRgY


Learning from Home with the Discoverers 
 

We have all made it to the last week of term! Well done everyone 

for all of your hard work, including all of the grown ups!  

Children, you need to rest over the half term holidays ready for 

next term and make sure that you do something lovely for your 

grown ups to say a big thank you for being great teachers. This 

week we have all been exercising like crazy and here are our     

challenges. What a sporty bunch you all are!  

What are they up to! Luna can put 

her t-shirt on in a hand stand, how 

long can Abi stand like that? Ffion is 

doing an obstacle course and Mrs 

Shingfield is practising her tennis 

skills!  

Muscles: Maya is using weights,   

Arianna and Mason are using all their 

strength. Mrs Preston got the whole 

family involved on a video call and 

Miss Benfield says don’t mess with 

her!  

Super balancing: Lottie’s learning to 

roller blade, Jack to play tennis and 

Lucy is standing on one leg catching 

with one hand! Mrs Dobson is trying 

her hand at tai chi! Scarlett is      

without stabilisers.  

Half term challenge: What is the best model you can make 
with lego  

If you would like your photograph to be included in the newsletter, it must be 

sent to Mrs Preston (sarah-jayne.preston@bristol-schools.uk) by Thursday 

midday.  



 

We have all been learning to tell the time this week.  The minutes have flown by!  

We have all turned into artists and been doing some beautiful work. 

Here are a few more things we’ve loved looking at this week.  

Theo’s instructions 

Cesare’s real    

Italian pizza             

instructions 

Zelda’s story map Luke’s maths 

Cara’s art critique 

Lottie’s phonics fortune 

teller 

Louie’s story retelling 

Have a lovely and much deserved half term break. Love from the Discoverers 



Inventor’s Hub 

Well we have come to the end of another term 

and have survived…just! 

All of us in Inventors Hub just want to say how amazing your children have been, once again, working  and learning at  

home. The amount of quality work that has been sent in has been truly magnificent. We have been equally impressed with 

the  pictures of families having fun with each other and spending time outdoors in the fresh air. 

Over the half term, we will not be setting any home learning.  

This term also sees us wave a temporary goodbye to Mrs. Bird whom has gone on maternity leave. We wish her and her 

husband Kieran a very happy time welcoming their baby boy into their home in June.  

Welcome to week 3 of Pets Corner.  This week I have added some more shots of cute and cool animals from the Inventors 

Hub.  I would love to see photos of all of your pets and be able to share them with friends in the weekly newsletter.  Please 

email any photos to Mrs Roberts - justine.roberts@bristol-schools.uk 

 

Josh sent us a picture of  himself with his cat, Star. 

Thanks Josh. Star looks  lovely! 

Miss Barnicoat’s dog, Jasmin, loves to sleep in a patch of sun. Her cat, 

Millie, stays in the garden to keep away from Jasmin!! 

This week in Year three, we have begun our new maths topic on time. We have been practising reading and 

telling the time on an analogue clock.  If you have clocks in your house, do encourage your child to tell the 

time or talk about time with you, this will help them when we continue with this topic after half term.  

In English, we have been writing instructions on how to mummify a mummy using 

imperative verbs and interesting embalming vocabulary! 



        This week, Year 4 have continued to use their Viking knowledge to support their writing. This time taking a different slant, 

writing in first person in a diary entry as a Viking child. We have seen some wonderful story maps (supported by Mrs. Roberts' 

guide) and super examples of informal writing. It's been great to see so many children include facts that they have learnt about 

the Vikings during the term. 

In maths, we have been working hard on learning to tell the time on a 24 hour clock as well as converting from an analogue 

clock. 

  Science Year 3 and 4 

This week, the children in the Inventors Hub considered  what a shadow was.  They recognised that it was caused by an object 

blocking the light from a light source like the sun. They then went on to investigate how a shadow changes when it is moved 

closer or further away from a light source.  In preparation for this task they listed the steps that they would follow and the 

equipment that they would need.  Many of the children wrote their findings on a table and some even recorded their results 

on a graph to help support their conclusions.  Super work Inventors 

Missing singing 

with your 

friends?  

 

Click on the cup, on the year 3 and 

4 website page, to sing along with 

I SING POP.  

 

 

 

Its’s great to see so many of you working hard on your times tables and 

competing in the weekly battles.  

Currently, in year 4 it is 3-2 to 4B and in year 3 it is 5-0 to 3B….come on 3L!! 



We’ve made it to the end of another term! A huge well done to everyone- it hasn’t been easy yet 

we are still seeing so much amazing work every single day.  

This week, Year 5 have been busy creating their letters to be delivered by the Jolly Postman to and 

from various Fairy Tale characters. There have been so many interesting and imaginative ideas! 

They have also been working hard at their multiplication skills, using concrete, pictorial and abstract 

methods to really improve their understanding.   

In English, Year 6 are working on their reading skills using VIPERS and in Maths they are continuing 

to work on fractions with some complicated problem solving activities. They have also been          

listening to Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets and in topic, they are learning about the    

westward expansion of North America.   

Thanks and well done to all! Enjoy the well deserved break of the May Bank Holiday and Half Term 

and stay safe!  

From The Innovators  

Luchia (6H) made a beautiful 

apron following a paper      

pattern. 
This is some excellent 

pavement art Sophie (6H) 

has done using chalk. 

Ava’s (5L) amazing 

photography using a 

perspective technique.  

Joey (6H) made a double 

headed dragon out of 

Lego.  

Take a look at these incredible drawings of the Statue of Liberty 

done by Harvey (Left) and Freddie (Right, both 5L).  

Emily (6H) has made a Harry 

Potter themed cushion out of 

an old t-shirt.  

Layah (6Q) created this beautiful 

picture of the house from Up. 

What amazing colours! 



Gallery of Amazing Work  

Here are examples of the Year 5 Jolly Postman 

letters. Go onto the website for a closer look.  

Allan (5A), true to form, has been learning masses of facts 

on our topic. He has managed to memorise all 50 states 

of the USA and scored 100% when testing himself!  

Imogen’s (6Q)      

Incredible             

perspective pictures. 

Has Imogen shrunk 

or is she about to be 

attacked by a giant 

dog? This is just one page of Lily’s (6H) 

research about David Crockett.  

Here is Nathan (5A), feeling very 

proud of himself. He has arranged all 

of these numbers so that every pair 

which are side by side add up to make 

a square number.  

The Apache by 

Willow (6Q). 

Oscar’s (6Q) Westward 

Expansion Poster 

Poppy’s (6H) amazing guided 

reading work using VIPERS.  

Bella’s (6Q) European   

Settlement of North      

America. 

Milly’s 6Q biography of 

Davey Crocket. 

Miss Garcia’s Spanish Corner  

Imogen has been working hard conjugating 

different Spanish verbs. This is what she created 

to conjugate the verb ’to travel’ or ’recorrer’ in 

Spanish.   

There’s no Spanish Challenge as next week is 

half term, so make sure you look in the        

newsletter the first week back for the next    

challenge! 

Milly’s 6Q biography of 

Davey Crocket. 



The Innovator’s Team Challenge 

This week, the  Innovators team have been creating  limericks and 

Haiku poems about themselves. Can you work out which teacher 

each poem is about?  

Guess the teacher! Here, I’ll give you a clue: 

They love music, especially jazz and blues. 

They love to play 

Their saxophone all day, 

And have endless fun when they do!  

There once was a bubbly TA,  

Who definitely had lots to say!  

With grey/blondish hair,  

And showing her love and care,  

She’s lovely in every possible way. 

There once was a young TA 

Who comes from far away.  

With freckles and glasses,  

She goes to different classes, 

And sincerely hopes she can stay!  

There once was a teacher from Glasgow, 

Who wanted to learn the Flamenco.  

She travelled to Spain,  

But her question was in vain, 

As they taught her to do the Fandango! 

A Haiku About Me  

A fine specimen 

Talented, handsome, clever  

And oh so modest  

This poem is about a marvellous TA  

Who enjoys spending time at school each day  

With long brown hair and glasses,  

She works with all the best classes,  

And wouldn’t have it any other way!  

At the moment, things seem tricky.  

Your friends are hidden and our schools are closed.  

I’ll be there when this is over,  

I’ll be waiting at the door.  

We’ll be smiling, we be laughing, just like we were  

before.  

This teacher is aged, 

Somewhere In the middle, 

His curly hair 

Is sometimes a riddle. 

He loves PE - English too, 

And can often be seen not wearing his 

shoes… 

 

He likes to play football, 

He likes to run, 

These are the things, 

He finds lots of fun. 

 

But the thing he likes best , 

Is standing in class. 

Trying to make sense 

Of modals, 

And verbs,  

Or the perfect tense… 

 

The children listen to things, 

He has to say, 

Which will help them all, 

Go on their way. 

So now it’s time  

For this poem to end. 

From your teacher -  

Who is also your friend... 



Community Links  


