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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

 

I hope you are well, the children are happy and all is moving along smoothly -  I hope ! 

 

If you feel that, inexplicably, the wheels are coming off what was previously a well oiled machine, then 

don’t panic. I think it would be true to say that many of us - teachers, parents and children have experi-

enced a different  flavour to the lockdown over the last week in particular. 

 

Whilst we as the adults have now got things in place and feel the routine is established, it seems that 

many of the children are beginning to struggle with just that - the routine; the sense that this is just what to 

expect for the foreseeable future.  

 

Not surprisingly a large proportion of them have hit the wall. The longer this situation went on, the more 

likely and expected it was to happen. They are dealing with so many significant changes to what they    

understood life was - and that’s a challenge for anyone frankly. 

 

In this situation the advice regarding how you organise their learning and their day is paramount. Take it 

as it comes; don’t have pitched battles over the kitchen (home learning) table unless it is really important. 

Give them some of the control that they crave in their lives - what is essential, what is a choice? When will 

they do it? How will they present it? Rather than you arguing with them, contact the teacher and ask for 

some direct input. They can ring you or have an online face to face meeting with you and your child. 

 

Ultimately, work out what will help peace to reign and them to get back to a situation where they feel there 

is some normality and balance in their day. 

 

At the moment we have no indication of when to expect a change but there is still a good possibility that 

we will return in Term 6, so we are planning and working towards that. Once we have any specific         

information we will be directly in touch with all parents, with the initial plans for how we will be managing 

the return to school.  

 

You have shown so much wonderful support for your children and the school. Remember: you have done 

the hard part and if you’re having a blip then that’s exactly what it is—just a blip!  

 

On the next page you will find a link to some support materials for parents. It is part of a program that we 

will be running in school once we are back to normal and is very highly regarded by parents who have 

been part of it.  The focus is on facilitating shared support between parents, learning from each other    

rather than being told what is ‘good parenting’. It’s fun and helpful - and it’s relevant to every single one of 

us who is a parent because the learning never stops! 

 

In the meantime stay safe, stay well and stay happy.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

David Forrester 



 

Update on our delayed ‘Parent Gym’ sessions – A message from them to you! 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Even at its best, being a parent can be one of the hardest jobs in the world. 

But in these strange times, parents are under more pressure than ever as we try to keep the balance through lockdown.  

Trying to support our children in their schoolwork, ensure our families stay physically and mentally healthy, stop arguments      

spiralling out of control, juggle work and look after our own wellbeing somewhere in the mix can feel overwhelming.  

In normal times, Parent Gym’s school-based interactive sessions help build the skills and confidence of parents to create a calm 

home environment and raise happy children. 

With schools closed, Parent Gym are developing a brand-new set of short online modules, offering quick, practical techniques to 

help create a happier family during these tricky times. 

E-workouts are free and fun and take only a few minutes to do on your phone, tablet or laptop – perfect for when you are making a 

cup of tea. 

The first module - Keep Talking, looks at ways to get our families communicating.  (We are busy producing more workouts so 

watch this space!). 

Click https://storefront.themindgym.com/store  to head through to the Mind Gym Storefront, pop the Parent Gym Keep Talking 

module in your shopping basket and ‘purchase’ the eWorkouts (it won’t cost you a thing though…). 

Why not also visit Parent Gym’s Facebook group, Parenting through uncertainty https://www.facebook.com/

groups/148481499806766/ to share your experiences of parenting in lockdown and pick up some ideas from other parents for ways 

to keep our family life calm?   

Best wishes 

The Parent Gym  

 

Mr Burch and Mrs Brunskill will be back in contact with you once rearranged sessions have been organised for the Academic Year 

2020-2021.  Keep watching the Newsletter for further details! 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__storefront.themindgym.com_store&d=DwQGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=YY9DXwWWM9U9o-3A4CNIPUPGq6FIBB8_rK2fzEL9mnw&m=bGA_fU2hL4uFxhHNGDnoH2YDg617tkpt7cVs6YcR8EE&s=kNS_qWaxMCLcCetw4Bk-JNLmA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/148481499806766/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.actiontogether.org.uk/volunteer/opportunity/105115&psig=AOvVaw1B2V4TyoAFNfgL5ErrbFkg&ust=1588104241874000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDEzLuziekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK


 

        Children of Key Workers in School 

 

 

 

In school the children in Reception were learning about doubling. We looked for     
doubles on the giant dominoes and then made our own using biscuits. We also went 
outside in the rain with powder paint to explore colouring mixing. They all had to be 
wiped down at the end of it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



They also learned about parts of the body in Spanish and the children loved it when 

the pirates came alive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Other News 

Next week (4th-10th May) Mr. Rowe and his football team, will be attempting to            

collectively run the distance from Land’s End to John o'Groats (874 miles / 1407 km) 

around Bristol in just one week (socially distancing at all times of course).  Unfortunately 

for him, this works out at around 10 km per day. 

He is raising money in aid of the Bristol based homeless charity B A Hope Foundation and 

their ‘Billy Chip’ initiative that has helped so many of Bristol’s homeless already. https://www.billychip.com/ 

If you would like to help support Mr. Rowe and the B A Hope Foundation, in what is a very challenging time 

for Bristol's homeless, please visit their donation page.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sportinggreyhound 

We will update you on his progress in next weeks newsletter.  

WhatsApp Groups 

One of the big things we have found that help parents to know what is going on / feel they are not alone 

during this particularly challenging time has been the use of Parent WhatsApp groups.  Unfortunately 

some parents do not have access to these, for a range of reasons. So… 

If you are running a group and have the facility to sign people up, please could you email school to let us know 

which group that is for? 

If you are not in a group for your child’s class and would like to be, please let school know and we will forward 

your details to the group administrator. 

Hopefully that will mean everyone who wants to be part of a group can be. 

Many thanks 

https://www.billychip.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sportinggreyhound


Once again, we hope you are all well and continuing to manage under the ‘new normal’. Having spoken to lots of   

parents over the last few days there have been reports of tired children and therefore a little ‘challenging’. This is all 

normal under the circumstances. The expectations on children have been incredibly high and reflecting on how well 

they are all coping with the situation is quite remarkable. Not seeing and physically interacting with their friends,   

having space to run and explore are important for children’s well-being and the situation will have an impact on their 

moods and emotional exhaustion. 

In the EYFS curriculum there are 17 areas of learning and development. Making relationships, Self-confidence and Self

-awareness, Managing feelings and behaviour, Understanding, Speaking and People and communities are just some of 

the areas. These are fundamental building blocks in children’s ability to cope with life’s challenges and their future in 

school. Whilst we cannot emphasise enough the importance of daily phonics practise, sentence writing and number 

work these other areas are incredibly significant. We are sure many of you have had the opportunity to spend some 

quality time with your child and have experienced some time to play. Please continue to do this! Don’t panic if you 

feel you aren’t doing enough of the ‘academic’ because all children, especially those working in the EYFS, are working 

towards much bigger goals. If we get the above areas secure then the academic is more likely to fall into place. 

2buildaprofile 
We have all been enjoying looking at the children’s learning at home. 

Please remember to take photographs of the weekly number and writing 

tasks and  upload to 2buildaprofile. 

If you are having difficulty uploading your work to                                       
inbox@2buildaprofile.com, please email your class teacher ASAP. 

Crispin and Patricia 
All of the Explorer’s Hub team are amazed by the quality of the daily       

challenges. It has been wonderful to see so many children engage with the 

tasks. Mrs Dann couldn’t choose her favourite outfit, they were all amazing! 

STAR OF THE WEEK! 
An amazing underwater scene by 

Zayne Stone 

Website Update! 

We are continuingly adding resources to the current learning of the Reception’s 

class page. We have added new sound mats, tricky word lists to learn and         

handwriting sheets. Please email Mrs Melton if there are any other resources that 

we could provide for you to support your learning at home. We will only continue 

to set work on a Monday and Thursday as this is in line with the EYFS expectations. 

Take care,  

From the Reception Team  

Mrs Appleby  Mrs Pell   Mrs Melton  Mrs Dann   Mrs Bartlett  

mailto:inbox@2buildaprofile.com


Learning from Home with the Discoverers 
 

The rain has arrived but in the Discoverers we are not worried   

because we know it is good for our plants and we’ve been thinking 

about things that make us happy!  

Our family and friends... Food... Cuddling... 

Reading... Exercise... Nature... 

Arts and crafts. 

Can you send a photograph of you reading? It might be to 

someone in your family, a teddy or an extreme reading pose!  

If you would like your photograph in the newsletter, it must be sent to Mrs 

Preston (sarah-jayne.preston@bristol-schools.uk) by Thursday midday.  



 
We have been very busy over the last few days... 

Stanley’s coral reef 

Lottie’s real flower art 

Maya’s flower 

Louie F’s labelled 

art 

We have been crafting with enthusiasm this week.  

Year 1 have been busy weighing and measuring 

Whilst Year 2 have been exercising and working hard 

Joseph’s suffix 

ending pairs 

Florence’s poster 

Have a great week.  

Love the Discoverers 



 

                                          A week in the life of the Inventor’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 5 Week 2 

Year 3 Reading Challenge 

Congratulations to Alex in 3B who 

has been busy reading at home and 

is the first to complete the Year 3 

Reading Challenge we started last 

term! Alex has read 10 books from 

the recommended list already, well 

done Alex! If you want to take part 

in the reading challenge, we will put 

a copy of the challenge sheet on 

the website for you to look at and 

choose which books you would like 

to read.  

Times Table Rockstars - New 

School Leader!  

We are very proud to see that Josh 

from 3B has become a Rock Hero on 

Times Table Rock Stars and is now the 

fastest in the whole school! A huge 

congratulations Josh, you have 

worked really hard on your  Tables to 

get so fast. Keep up the great work.  

We also have weekly battles taking 

place between both the Year 3 and 

the Year 4 classes, so don't forget to 

log in and do your bit for your team!   

Year 3  

Our Egyptian topic continues with the children engaging in a research project, following their own curiosity 

to explore aspects of Egyptian life. Children used video and online sources to think carefully about       

buildings, transport, clothing, houses or religion 5000 years ago. They carefully ordered their thoughts   

before getting down to some  wonderful fact-filled writing. In Maths, we continue learning about fractions, 

looking at tenths and fractions of sets.  

Missing the amazing songs of  

iSingPOP in assembly? You’ll be 

pleased to discover that iSingPOP 

are putting a Christian based      

Collective worship on YouTube 

every Friday. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=clbDkcl6UWo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo


 

Year 4 have continued to work really hard this week and have focussed on a number of different areas.  

In English, the children have spent the first part of the week brushing up on their grammar and punctua-

tion skills including fronted adverbials and using apostrophes for possession.  In Maths, they have been 

revising decimals including what hundredths look like and dividing by 10 and 100. Year 4 have carried on 

learning about the Vikings in History and have been doing some research about longboats. It has been 

brilliant to see the number of book recommendation photos continue to flood in too! A selection of these 

can be found in the Great Learning Gallery on the Year 4 page.  

Science Year 3 and 4  

This term we are investigating the effect of light on objects. This week we have been devising our own 

fair tests to examine reflective surfaces. 

We would really love to see and share some photos of your cute pets at home.  To start you off Mrs    

Roberts has sent you a picture of her 5 month old puppy, Charlie Brown, and her cat, Stacey.  Stacey and 

Charlie Brown are not the best of friends at the moment and need to be kept apart!  Stacey is hiding from 

Charlie Brown on Mrs Roberts’ bed and Charlie Brown is resting downstairs after his long walk at Stoke 

Lodge.  



Another week, another batch of fantastic home learning from the Innovators. We continue to 
delve into our topic of the Americas, brushing up on our map skills, finding out about       
countries across the two continents, and identifying the states of the USA.   

Furthermore, this week’s English has proven a great opportunity to get the creative juices 
flowing, with  an abundance of superb work, inspired by The Wizarding World (Y5) and The 
Jolly Postman (Y6), being produced by the Innovators. 

Gallery 

 

Poppy’s (6H) terrific story map. 

Evie-Grace (5A) has been  teaching 
her younger siblings a few facts 
from the encyclopaedia. 

Lola (5L) has been baking for her 
grandparents. No doubt they will be 

thrilled with these treats! 

Oliver and Elise’s (5L) Fantastic Beasts—the Duskadino 
and the Mevil. 

Keziah’s (5A) Fantastic 
Beast — the Flametwiner.  

Eloise (6H) has created an   
amazing map of South America, 
including famous landmarks of 

various countries. 

Milly (6Q) has accurately labelled a wide 
range of foods in Spanish. Very impressive! 



The Innovators’ Team Challenge: The Innovators staff have been so invested in 

their books this week that they have found themselves reading in all sorts of unusual          
situations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a go yourself at some Extreme Reading and send a picture to your  teacher. We’d love 
to see them! (Well done to the Year 6 children who have done this already. Your pictures will 
be in next week’s newsletter along with the new ones!) 

Miss Staines combining reading 
with home improvements. 
What could possibly go 
wrong? 

Mrs Harrison lost for words. 

Mr Attewell sharing a story with his 
new alpaca friends. Either they’re 
not that keen on him, or they take 

social distancing very seriously.  

Mrs 
Brunskill, 

just getting 
warmed up. 

We think the lockdown 
might be getting to Mr 
Quinton. He does this 
on a nightly basis 
now... 

Miss Lacey read 6 whole   
chapters stood in this pose. 
Either she’s really good at   

yoga or a really quick      
reader... 

Miss Garcia     
demonstrating her 
gymnastics skills. 

Are we there yet?! Miss Richards reading 
in style. 

Miss Garcia’s Spanish Corner 

 ¿Qué hay en tu cocina?      
CHALLENGE! 

What’s in your kitchen? Challenge 

This week, Year 6 have been learning about food in their 

Spanish lesson and they completed this challenge. Now, Y6 

students encourage all of you to participate. Do you have 

the skills to label your food in Spanish? To contact Miss 

Garcia, email marina.garcia@bristol-schools.uk  

Riddle solution from last week: he was a cook!  

mailto:marina.garcia@bristol-schools.uk


Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                                                                                              

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

iSing POP 

iSing POP are putting a Christian based Collective worship on YouTube every Friday.   

Details below if you would like to take a look. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo 

 

 

iSingPOP Show Episode 1 - 

YouTube 

Calling all Popstars! Welcome to the brand 

new iSing Pop Show. Join us every Friday at 

11.30am for a show packed full of energy, 

laughter and dancing.  

www.youtube.com 

 

 

The school nursing team are still available to offer  

support and advice to anyone who should need their 

assistance during this crisis.  

This link from Public Health England may also be a 

useful resource for families around supporting young 

peoples mental health and wellbeing during this time. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-
supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/
guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-
peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak#children-and-young-people-with-learning-disabilities 

A message from the school nursing 

team 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clbDkcl6UWo
http://www.youtube.com
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid

