
Innovators Term 5 Science   Lesson 2                                                                                            

LO: To be able to understand the Linnaean System of Classification 

Last week you had a go at sorting animals according to similarities and differences. Do you think everyone sorted them 
in the same way?  
Without a standard system everyone might come up with a different way. In 1735 a scientist called Carl Linnaeus 
realised this, so created a standard system. 
Start by watching these videos: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2-the-work-of-carl-linnaeus/zhnjf4j 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqxomJIBGcY 
 
If you are unable to watch these, the following information will help 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2-the-work-of-carl-linnaeus/zhnjf4j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqxomJIBGcY


 

   

Now try to complete one or all of the following tasks. We look forward to seeing some of your work. 

Task 1 

Use the internet to research the Linnaean Classification for these living things. You could use the tables below or draw 

your own straight into your home learning book. 

 

If you want to check the answers to this yourself, they are at the bottom of the sheet (don’t peek!) 

Using the Linnaean System, living things 

can be sorted by their similarities until 

there is only one thing remaining. This is 

then the Species.  

The daisy is removed as it belongs to the 

plant kingdom. 

The ladybird is removed as it is an insect. 

The fish is removed as it is not a mammal 

When you search for information about an animal you will 

see a name written in Latin (often in italics or brackets) by 

it.  This is the animals Genus and Species name from the 

Linnaean System. Cats are Felis catus. 

Underneath this you will often find information about the 

other levels of classification. 

 



Task 2: Can you find examples of living things that are part of the same Genus. 

You could draw and write some of the pairs into your book or if you find quite a few you could draw them on cards to 

create a matching game. You could try to play this with someone in your family and maybe tell them about the 

Linnaean System. 

Here is an example…. 

 

Task 3:  

The order of classification in the Linnaean System is quite tricky to remember. Can you create a mnemonic to help you 

remember the order? 

Listening to this song may also help you to remember them. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoZUNdOUj9g 

 

We would love to see some photos of your work.  

Best wishes 

PPA Team  

Please email to: 

6H william.thwaites@bristol-schools.uk 

6Q heather.whittard-jones@bristol-schools.uk 

5L jo.gough@bristol-schools.uk 

5A helen.cockings@bristol-schools.uk 

Panthera tigris 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoZUNdOUj9g


 

Here is some more interesting information about Carl Linnaeus. See what other things you can find out about him.  

 

Answers 


