
English 20th April 2020: 

Day 1 Writing a balanced argument 

Your learning foci for Day 1 are:  

• Identifying the  features of a balanced 
argument  

• Planning your own balanced argument 

• Writing your own balanced argument 

 



• When any decision/change is being made lots 
of people have their own opinions/points of 
view. 

 

• There are always some people in favour FOR 
and some people who are AGAINST 

 

• For example, changing the channel on the TV! 

 

• Can you think of any more? 

 

 

 



• The role of Newspapers/radio is generally to 
present a BALANCED picture of the issue so 
that the public can make up their own minds 
and decide which side of the debate they 
want to be on. 

 

 

 



Everyday at the House of Commons 
issues are debated, laws are made 
and arguments take place. 
 



A new Private Members Bill has been proposed by Mr Y Switchoff MP.  
Here is the beginning of the  debate in the Houses of Parliament. 

 
• Television Viewing Time 
• (Leisure) Bill 
• Young People 0 - 13 years 

 
"Madam Speaker and my honourable friends, I would like to outline the main points behind my  
proposal to limit the amount of time that young people can spend watching television, to one hour  
maximum in any 24 hour period. 

 
First of all let me say without hesitation, that I believe television to be one of the greatest inventions of  
modern times. It has truly revolutionised the way that news, current affairs, culture and entertainment are  
communicated to us all. 

 
Thanks to television we can watch major events as they are happening on the other side of the globe.  
Indeed we can even watch men and women as they explore other planets in the far reaches of space.   
Our knowledge of our world has grown enormously because of the power of television. 

 
However, as my wise grandmother used to remind me, it is indeed possible to have 'too much of a  
good thing'. In fact there comes a point when the saturation of young, tender minds to the power and  
influence of 'the goggle box' resembles a brain- numbing, drug-induced condition rather than an up- 
lifting and enriching experience. Order, order! The house will come to order and listen to the argument f 
rom the Honourable Member for  Channel South. Consider the child who sits dumbly in front of the TV 
screen from the moment they return from school to the (too late) hour when they drag themselves  
off to bed. I am sure that every intelligent member of this  house will agree with me  
when I say, 'enough is enough!'. 
 
If the amount of TV viewing was limited to the eminently reasonable length of one hour each day so  
much more valuable time would be available for other interests.  Let us all switch off the television and  
encourage our young people to read, to talk to each other, to take part in sport, to study, to cook, to  
dance, to play games. In other words, 'switch off and go and do something less boring instead".   

 

TASK 1 
Can you Identify 
the... 
 
Introduction?  
 
For? 
 
Against? 
 
Conclusion?  
 
Language Features? 

 



• A new Private Members Bill has been proposed by Mr Y Switchoff MP. Here is the beginning of the  
debate in the Houses of Parliament. 
 

• Television Viewing Time 
• (Leisure) Bill 
• Young People 0 - 13 years 

 
"Madam Speaker and my honourable friends, I would like to outline the main points behind my  
proposal to limit the amount of time that young people can spend watching television, to one hour  
maximum in any 24 hour period. 

 
First of all let me say without hesitation, that I believe television to be one of the greatest inventions of  
modern times. It has truly revolutionised the way that news, current affairs, culture and entertainment are  
communicated to us all. 

 
Thanks to television we can watch major events as they are happening on the other side of the globe.  
Indeed we can even watch men and women as they explore other planets in the far reaches of space.   
Our knowledge of our world has grown enormously because of the power of television. 

 
However, as my wise grandmother used to remind me, it is indeed possible to have 'too much of a  
good thing'. In fact there comes a point when the saturation of young, tender minds to the power and  
influence of 'the goggle box' resembles a brain- numbing, drug-induced condition rather than an up- 
lifting and enriching experience. 

 
Order, order! The house will come to order and listen to the argument from the Honourable Member for  
Channel South.C onsider the child who sits dumbly in front of the TV screen from the moment they return f 
rom school to the (too late) hour when they drag themselves off to bed. I am sure that every intelligent  
member of this house will agree with me when I say, 'enough is enough!'. 

 
If the amount of TV viewing was limited to the eminently reasonable length of one hour each day so  
much more valuable time would be available for other interests.  Let us all switch off the television and  
encourage our young people to read, to talk to each other, to take part in sport, to study, to cook, to  
dance, to play games. In other words, 'switch off and go and do something less boring instead".   

 

INTRO: Introduces 
main argument 

Reasons why 
TV is a good 
thing: greatest 
invention; 
revolutionised 
the world… 

Use of, wise 
grandmother; 
tender minds, 
brain-
numbing,  

Flattery: 
every 
intelligent 
member of 
the house. 
YOU ARE 
NOT 
INTELLIGENT 
IF YOU 
DISAGREE… 

CONCLUSION: with alternative ideas for activities instead of watching TV 



TASK 2: Should mobile phones be banned at school? 
Make a table like this and list your reasons for each column… 



 





Task 3: Plan your writing 

• Use the ‘box up’ planning format… 



Task 4: Now write your balanced 
argument 
 
Should mobile phones be banned in 
schools? 
 Things to remember: 

• varied punctuation 

• Sentence structure 

• Cohesion within and between paragraphs – use your plan 

• Use modal verbs: would, should, could, might, must 

• Use the subjunctive form – If I were you,  

• Use the passive voice:          It is suggested by experts 

                                                        It is widely believed by…. 

 


