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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

Welcome back to the Summer Term!  

It sounds strange I know and will probably seem even stranger in the reality of your daily lives at the moment.  

Even so – Term 5 it is. Although it will be unlike any Term 5 you’ve experienced before, our aim is to make it a great one. One to   

remember – for all the right reasons. 

First up – before I go any further I wanted to give an ‘Amazing! Fantastic! Brilliant! Stunning!’ 

shout-out to everyone who contributed in any small way to the ‘Moving Mountains for Malawi’ Challenge over the Easter holidays. 

We were totally bowled over by your response. I’m not going to steal Miss Scott’s thunder though. Read her piece about the superb 

effort we saw you all make. It made me smile for days. Thank you and congratulations on being such a great school community. You 

absolutely showed the importance of ‘Believing it’s Possible.’ 

Looking forward to the term ahead I would like to thank all parents for the feedback. Much of it is positive – which helps. Some of it 

focusses on things we haven’t supposedly got right. I’m going to save myself a lot of time, if I may, by sharing a few key messages in 

this newsletter, rather than replying to the various emails I have received. Much of this you’ve had before in different information 

but it seems worthy of repeating: 

I will start by emphasising that You Are In Control.  

We understand that every family situation is different. Therefore we try to provide on as wide a basis as possible. Naturally that 

won’t fit everyone exactly but we are happy for you to connect with the learning / activities provided in the way that suits 

you. We understand that many of you are also working from home and that impacts on what is possible for you to do. If 

that means having to delay the completion of a piece of work or needing to not do part of the set provision then so be it. 

This should not be the basis for family and individual stress. If the classwork has to ‘give way’ one day then so be it. It only    

becomes a problem if it’s three or four days in a week and thus prevents your child from staying in touch with the learning. 

There is not one uniform way of doing things. As long as we are getting some contact from you on a fairly regular basis we will 

presume all is ok for you. If you have issues then teachers are very happy to address those directly. You may decide to 

move a week’s learning back a few days. We trust you to be making those decisions with the best interests of all at heart. A 

one sentence email to the teacher will keep them up to speed with the situation and that’s fine. 

The Maximum that any child does should be 5 days worth of work. The teachers are only giving planning for that and it is really 

unnecessary / unfair on the children to do more. Neither should those days be 9-3 of solid learning. It is unrealistic to      

expect children to focus for so long in a day without alternative stimulation and rest.  

If your child is taking longer to do something than set by the teacher then still work to the time expectation. That is how much 

they have managed to do. Don’t make them continue, in the belief that just completing the task is the objective.  

We will follow up on a lack of engagement or shared outcomes with work / activities both in order to check that we are           

supporting you well and that your children are experiencing formal learning in some shape or form. Not to do so would be 

storing up problems for everyone when things do return to normal. If you have issues please do not hesitate to contact the 

class teacher. They are available to support you – sometimes immediately and sometimes a couple of days later (as they 

may be in working with the children we still have in school). We want to be able to help you as much as possible.  

Whilst you think you may have answers for things you think we’re not getting right – and you share these with us – please      

understand that we are seeing the whole picture and are therefore making decisions that we feel will suit the majority. 

Often we are being given ‘suggestions’ that have already been considered and may already have been deemed unworkable 

for other reasons or are being set up to be implemented effectively as there was no value in rushing into a huge variety of 

different approaches. Equally we are receiving stressed messages about things that we simply have not asked parents to do 

– or in some cases have explicitly said not to do. If it’s causing unmanageable stress – don’t do it. 



 

All schools are doing different things because what they had set up before the lockdown or now have available, are different. A 

family relation may be approaching it differently for those reasons. That is the reality of schools any way and is no different 

in the current situation.   

The framework that was set up was on the basis of what we knew at the time of the lockdown. As the situation becomes better 

understood and staff have had time to develop their response, the provision and how it works will change. We do take 

some of the feedback into account in doing this and are discussing these issues in our regular meetings.  

There is an enormous amount of information on the school website to support learning and to keep parents updated. We are 

not posting regular updates from the Dfe as they change daily. You can access them on the following website link which 

covers every aspect of the situation: 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  

If there are any families in a significantly vulnerable situation please contact us. We are here to help as much as we can. We are 

not sitting at home ignoring problems. We have staff in school every day and are resolving things that we are able to as 

soon as possible. Please contact us directly and we will continue to help those who need it, whether that’s about learning 

– or more vital issues, such as feeding your children. 

What you will see more of, in the coming days and weeks, is an increase in the use of our ‘Teams’ platform to support you directly 

with learning or to connect you with adults in school in various ways. These will not be long sessions because we don’t want to use 

screens / IT excessively but we hope that it means you / your child will have the opportunity to speak to a face rather than have to 

bounce emails backwards and forwards trying to get a sensible answer to something. These are beginning as I write and hopefully 

will be another important support for you all. 

I understand that this newsletter isn’t read by a number of parents – or even the emails that were sent out over the lockdown   

period. However, at the moment these are a key way for us to stay in communication with you – so if you are reading this thank 

you and please link it to any WhatsApp group you are on and encourage others to stay in touch too. 

Finally, most of you will not have had a chance to see the beautiful Spring flowers that were planted by Mrs Ahmed and her team of 

helpers in front of school. They really were something to look at but are now sadly disappearing. We will of course continue to    

improve this aspect of school when we come back. Much of it has been put on hold due to contractors not being available – but 

these are small side-effects of the very big challenge everyone is facing. 

It’s a challenge we will continue to do our best to overcome and inevitably we will be found wanting by some but I’m comfortable 

that staff are doing a huge amount of things to support in what is a difficult situation for all. Thank you for your support and           

commitment and we will keep moving on. 

Best wishes to you all. 

 

 

David Forrester   

WhatsApp Groups 

 

One of the big things we have found that help parents to know what is going on / feel they are not alone 

during this particularly challenging time has been the use of Parent WhatsApp groups. Unfortunately 

some parents do not have access to these, for a range of reasons. So… 

 

If you are running a group and have the facility to sign people up, please could you email school to let us know 

which group that is for? 

If you are not in a group for your child’s class and would like to be, please let school know and we will forward your 

details to the group administrator. 

 

Hopefully that will mean everyone who wants to be part of a group can be. 

 

Many thanks 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I'm thrilled…  
to report that our 'Moving Mountains for Malawi' Challenge which aimed to raise  

money for the bus fares of the nurses of Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital in       
Blantyre, has had a tremendous response. 

 
To date, our kind school community has donated a remarkable £3,228.25 which 

translates to £3,876.32 with gift aid - over 4 times our original target. It's an incredible 
sum reflecting the hard work of our children who climbed and climbed - indoors,     
outdoors, alone and with siblings, with additional weight for more challenge and 

'alongside' family members abroad.  
 

Please do check out http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/malawi-appeal/  
for photos, videos and a link to Bristol 24/7 which reported our story.  

 
We will update you with competition winners and the impact the money has had over 

the next few weeks. 
 

A heartfelt thank you to you all. 
 

Miss Scott 
 

A special message from Dr Joe Langton  

Dear Stoke Bishop School Community 

Wow! I just wanted to say an enormous thank to you for all your hard work in        

fundraising for our hospital. It is so heart-warming to hear that children, their parents, 

grandparents, family and friends are not just thinking about us, but are really taking 

part in an effort to help the serious situation here.  

We may seem a long way away, but in Malawi, children and their parents want       

exactly the same things as you - an education, plenty of friends and to look forward to 

a bright future with good health. Stay safe, keep learning at home, and many thanks 

again.  

Zikomo kwambiri (thank you!) 

Dr Joe Langton 

 

http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/malawi-appeal/


 

        Children of Key Workers in School 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Barnicoat and Mr. Quinton had a fantastic day with the children who were in school. After 

registration we all joined in with Joe Wicks for his morning workout. After that the children all 

enjoyed a maths lesson which included counting in 10s, Times Tables Rock Stars and      

equivalent fractions. 

After break we read Maurice Sendak’s, Where the Wild 

Things Are. We then spent some time exploring the           

characters and the settings. After that we wrote our own     

versions of the story. 

 

Following the lunch break we finished our stories, did some reading and then we joined with     

Reception to do some clay modelling. Although we were supposed to be making monsters 

based on Where the Wild Things Are—we had bananas, rainbows, unicorns and lots of rhino’s.  

 

Reception had great fun investigating capacity. We filled jugs up with 
water and then estimated the size of puddle they might make. Then we 
poured the water out of the jug to see if we were right! It was very fun! 
We read 'The fish who could wish' and then we wrote our own wishes! 
Lots of us wished for more chocolate Easter eggs! 

 

During English Mrs Whittard-Jones and Mrs. Barnicoat continued with Where the Wild Things 

Are. They examined each of the Wild Things and explored their character - apparently the     

children thought that most of them resembled Mr. Quinton. Following this the children designed 

their own monster and wrote all about them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the afternoon the children went outside and designed their own sensory circuits using chalk. 

They then timed each other to see how long it would take them each to get around their circuit.  

The day was finished off with some Aboriginal Pointillism style artwork . 

 



Gallery - some photographs from the week 

Exercising first thing in the morning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artwork 

An example of “Frottage” combining        

different textures  



 

 

 

A great big welcome to ‘Term 5’ from all of us in Reception. We hope that you had 

a truly wonderful (albeit very different) Easter with your families. The sun was    

shining which I am sure made it much more enjoyable. We really are missing all of 

the children and their smiling faces that always bring endless sunshine and sparkle 

to our usual working day at school. This term our new topic is ‘What’s Under 

The…’ with an initial focus on ‘What’s Under The Sea’. 

Learning 

This week the children of front line key workers and those at home have been    

getting involved in our new topic. Some of the activities that they have been doing 

have included making jelly fish, crabs and collaboratively making an underwater 

aquarium. They have  also engaged in activities based around ‘The Rainbow Fish’ 

story which they have enjoyed writing about and then making and decorating salt 

dough fish. As part of our maths focus on capacity, the children have had bundles 

of fun solving capacity problems, making estimations based on what they initially 

thought held the most water, and then testing their predictions to get an end result. 

They even made a nice tasty fruit drink for Mr Fowler! 

 



 

Easter fund raising challenge – moving mountains for Malawi 

Thank you and well done to all of you that have taken the opportunity to get        
involved in our EYFS challenge of climbing Mt Kosciuszko in Australia. Its height is 
2228m, each child needed to climb 14 staircases which we are pleased to say was 
achieved with flying colours! Don’t forget to donate your sponsor money by Friday 
24

th
 April to https://ukvirginmoney.com/movingmountainsformalawi 

To build a profile 

The response we have had from you uploading pictures of your children’s learning 
with a brief explanation of what they are doing has been amazing, it really is    
fabulous to see your ongoing commitment to their learning diaries. We have been 
busy linking their work to the EYFS curriculum objectives. Please continue to 
email 3 pictures a week to inbox@2buildaprofile.com. We will look forward to 
sharing their learning diaries with you at the end of this term.  

Thank you again for supporting your child’s learning at home.  

Take good care and stay safe.  

From the Reception Team. 

Mrs Appleby         Mrs Pell       Mrs Melton          Mrs Dann     Mrs Bartlett 

Crispin’s and Patricia’s Daily Challenge 

It has been so lovely to see the children engaging in the daily challenges that we 

have been posting up onto the Reception webpage everyday. If you haven’t got  

involved yet, please do have a look under the Reception ‘current learning’ section 

of the website. It really is a great way for the children to see their friends getting  

involved in the same activities. 

https://ukvirginmoney.com/movingmountainsformalawi
mailto:inbox@2buildaprofile.com


Learning from Home with the Discoverers 

Welcome back after the Easter break. We hope you managed to 

find some time to rest and enjoy the sunshine.  

This term we are starting a “Home and Away” topic, Year 1 are 

learning about our Wonderful World, very close to home, and Year 

2 are learning about Australia, slightly further away.  

Weekly Challenge 

Last term we challenged you to exercise in fancy dress (here are a few photos 

to remind you).  

We so enjoyed seeing all of your photos that we would like to make a new 

challenge for this week.  

Can you find and photograph something that makes you   

happy and let us know why?  

If you would like your photograph in the newsletter, it must be sent to Mrs 

Preston (sarah-jayne.preston@bristol-schools.uk) by Thursday midday.  



We have been very busy over the last few days and weeks... 

There are no flies on Luna as she guesses the mystery reader, Freddie’s (1B) Easter diary 

shows just how busy he has been, Ellie has made her own dance mat and Rory has been 

learning the cha cha slide. But don’t worry we’ve still found some time to  enjoy a good 

book, isn’t that right Charlie?  

Our topics have begun in earnest... 

Year 1 have been growing and measuring, involving the whole family... 

Year 2 have begun finding out about Australia.  

We are looking forward to 

finding out more about    

Australia and our Wonderful 

World.  

Have a great week.  

Love the Discoverers 



 

                                          A week in the life of the Inventor’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 5 Week 1 

The work on Purple Mash continues to be amazing and we hope that the children are still       

enjoying completing it.  We've been really enjoying seeing your work, some of which has       

included fractions and news reports of Viking invasions.  Well done! Keep it up. 

Year 3  

Walk like an Egyptian! This week, we have stepped back in time to the land of Mummies, tombs 

and dark eyeliner!  Our book study is ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ We had fun re-telling the story. 

Thomas and Sophie made some Egyptian flatbread. 

In Maths, we have been learning about fractions. One investigation we carried out, was to see 

how many smarties there were in a tube and then sorted them into colours. After this, we 

showed the fraction for each colour. Sophia used leaf patterns to explore adding fractions. 

Science Year 3 and 4 

This term we are investigating the effect of light on objects. In particular, this week, we have 

been     considering how we see objects.   We challenged the children to find the darkest place 

in your house and read a book. The children then took a picture of them trying to read, which 

had some humorous  results. I’m sure that the children would agree, reading in the dark is quite 

difficult! Why is this?  We also posed the following questions to the children: What is the dark?  

How do we see things?  Can you list five different light sources? We are looking forward to 

hearing your thoughts. 



 
Year 4 

It has been wonderful to see the children get 

straight back into the swing of Term 5 and learning 

about all things Vikings.  

The children have loved hearing Viking myths, with 

Loki Joker being a firm favourite!  

We have continued to be wowed by how creative all the children have been and the different 

activities you have been enjoying outside school. Keep sending your pictures! 

Book Recommendations 

Children have been sharing great photos of them reading! 

See the website for more book recommendations. 

Riddle me this!  

Last week’s answer: What has a face and hands but no arms? A clock 

Well done if you got that one  

Just for fun!! This week’s puzzle: how many words can you make from the letters in the words 

INVENTORS HOME SCHOOL 

If you have a favourite puzzle or riddle you’d like to share, email Miss Barnicoat and we’ll include the best ones! 

Useful links for online learning: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

Next week: Inventors’ Pets Corner.  

Meet Mrs Roberts’ cat, Stacey and 5 month old puppy, Charlie Brown. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


Welcome back! We hope you had an enjoyable yet restful Easter break. We are thrilled to see all of 

you continuing to work hard with your learning at home and we love seeing what you have been up 

to. Remember to look at the Galleries on your class page to see what everyone else has been doing.  

On Times Table Rock Stars, there have been weekly battles of 5A vs 5L and 6H vs 6Q. Everyone has 

been working really hard with their times tables and honing their skills to get them as quick as      

possible. At the moment, the scores on the doors are 6Q 1— 6H 1 and 5A 2— 5L 1. Let’s see how 

those scores change after this week’s battle!  

Make sure you keep sending photos of your work and any fun activities you have been doing to your 

teacher.  

Happy Learning!  

Gallery 

Eden’s (6H) poster showing 

appreciation for the NHS 

This is Leah (5L) holding her 

Junk Food poem. Have a look 

on the school website to read 

it. 
Take a look at Shlioh’s (6H) 

intricately decorated biscuits 

that she made with her mum  

and sister.  

Oscar (6Q) has been busy in 

the kitchen making chilli for 

his family.  
Here’s an in-the-kitchen-action

-shot of Imogen (6Q) making 

peanut brittle. 

Gemma  (5L) made a tepee 

book corner in her garden to 

enjoy reading.   
Elise (5L) has created a very detailed 

and colourful map of South America 

for our new topic.  

Anaya (6Q) and her 

brother have been 

making samosas. 

They look delicious! 

Ella (5A) has been baking 

some Easter biscuits. 

Eloise (6H) has been busy baking a 

chocolate cake to show her     

appreciation for the NHS.  

This is Will’s (5A) balanced 

argument about mobile phones 

with lots of openers and valid 

points for both sides. He clearly 

put in a lot of effort and produced 

a super piece of writing. Go onto 

the Year 5 pages to have a closer 

look. 

Freddie (5L) has been cooking at 

home and made meat pie.  

Sophia 6Q   

magnificent cake 

baking! 
Bella 6Q busy in 

the kitchen 

Joel 6Q making and 

eating choux pastry for 

profiteroles  

Ava 6Q baking a 

cake 



The Innovator’s Team Challenge 

We have all been inspired by the cooking and baking you have all been doing so we 

thought we would do some of our own!  

Miss Richards has baked an impressive 

Victoria Sponge cake (which she promised to 

make again for the Innovators team when we 

are back at school– yum!)  

Whilst in his fetching apron, Mr Attewell 

created vegan, refined sugar-free chocolate 

brownies from sweet potato, dates, coco, oats 

and peanut butter.  

Miss Lacey made Malteaser cupcakes topped 

with malt flavoured butter icing and crushed 

Malteasers. 

Here is Miss Garcia making her 

own carrot cake for the first time 

ever. They are not famous in Spain 

but since living in England, she has 

fallen in love with them and  

wanted to make her own! 

Mrs Brunskill is preparing for her Great 

British Bake off audition, decorating 

some cupcakes (and herself!).  

Mr Quinton is on a health-kick 

making a vegetable curry.  

Miss Staines is enjoying     

sunbathing with her delicious 

lemon drizzle cake.  

Mrs Harrison couldn’t wait 

for a photo with her Victoria 

Sponge before she ate it! 

Miss Garcia’s Spanish Corner  
Read the following rhymes out loud, practicing your amazing pronunciation. Find out what his work uniform is and help me 
to discover his job.  
If you guess it, send an email to               
Miss Garcia, please!    
(marina.garcia@bristol-schools.uk) 

The solution will be announced in next 
week’s newsletter. 

¿Quién soy? 

Who am I? 

mailto:marina.garcia@bristol-schools.uk

