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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

I’m hazarding a guess that you are welcoming ‘the end of term’! Congratulations to those of you who have managed to 
maintain a semblance of learning for the children over the past two weeks. The situation at home can be extremely     
challenging I know and even when you have one of those wonderful children who gets up with the desire and               
determination to have a go at whatever comes through from teachers, it can also be a case of fitting it in with what else 
you’ve got to deal with. 
 
For that reason my shout out this week is going to all you parents who have managed to keep your children learning and 
to work from home and to get all the domestic chores done! Well done – and take a rest!  
 
The next two weeks will work as normal in terms of schooling – ie there is none. At the same time, to help out, our brilliant 
PPA Team have created a set of Easter activities for you to have a go at if you want to. They are ready to download under 
General on the following link: 
 
http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/learning-resources/ 
 
The Easter holidays are a time when you can genuinely sit back and enjoy family time and the above activities may help 
with that. Yes, you may not be able to do some of your normal activities and you may be struggling to get all the           
ingredients for your traditional ‘lamb’ dinner but you still have each other.  
 
Here in the UK, Easter is closely associated with the arrival of Spring and new birth, almost as if the world is coming to life 
again. The resurrection of Jesus is a hugely important part of that, following on from the darkest of stories in the bible.  
 
The current picture of life in this country and around the world clearly carries a strong element of threat and darkness for 
mankind and yet, even in these moments the shoots of how we will come to life again and recover from all of this are very 
evident: Claps for the NHS, Joe Wicks workouts, stories of spontaneous applause and gratitude for Key workers around 
the country are all evidence that the sense of community, togetherness and belief in each other are strong.  
 
In our own small way we are seeing that on a daily basis, from the contact we are receiving from you: the parents and the 
children. The regular demonstrations of wonderful resilience and personal initiative proves that you are not letting this   
situation get the better of you. Amazing learning and fantastic activities that you are so clearly absorbed in and enjoying 
give us such a strong picture of your spirit.  
 
The Reverend Jema has sent a wonderful message around Easter for you all to discover on Youtube.  See her piece at 
the end of this newsletter.  
 
The learning about ourselves as individuals through this period of our lives could prove just as valuable as anything else 
we learn in life. 
 
The weekly summary from our community, of school and hub home learning in the following pages, is all the evidence you 
will need to back up what I’m saying. 
 
Thank you and well done. Have a wonderful Easter break, because this will be like no Easter you have ever had or will 
have again. Be strong, be kind and believe in yourselves.  
 
Many thanks and Best wishes  

 

 

David Forrester 

If you have any specific concerns or needs that are not related to your child’s learning then please do not hesi-

tate to contact me by email and I will respond as soon as possible: 

head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.gov.uk                               

http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/learning-resources/
mailto:head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.gov.uk


                           

                          Sports Relief 2020 

Just a quick mention from something that feels so long ago now but definitely needs to be 

noted and remembered because of all the hard work and passion that was shown 

throughout the week. Firstly, a huge well done and a great big thank you to our Sports 

Captains and Vice Sports Captains (Thomas, Ava, Bella, Imogen, Emily and Eloise)  who showed passion, 

determination, teamwork and leadership throughout the week and planning and preparation before the 

week to organise lots of activities for the children in school. These activities attracted many children from a 

range of year groups and encouraged children to show courage to try something new. Below are some 

comments from children who participated in the week and some brilliant writing from our Sports captains 

regarding the fantastic week we had.  

 

“I liked dressing in sports clothes and I found the skipping challenge hard but fun!” Florence 2A  

 

“I really, really liked the fact that they make it hard but you can just keep going - it teaches you one of the 

school's values: "courage".” Alice 2A  

 
“I liked wearing my running gear to school and I enjoyed doing the catching challenge.” Lily 1B 
 
“I enjoyed dressing up in my sporty outfit and I think it’s nice that we were doing it to help children that are 
in need.” Luna 2A 
 
 “I really enjoyed dressing up and the skipping challenge -thank you Sports Captains.” Livie Y3 
 
“I really enjoyed playing tennis at lunch time that week.” Finn 1B  
 
“We all worked together and none of us could have done it on our own. It was a true sign that sport is the 
one thing that brings us all together and everybody certainly did that!  
 
This is the first time the school has supported sports relief in this way and I wanted to do this as a mark of 
my last year in this school. It was a huge success, raising £273 pounds in total and lifting everybody’s spirit 
through the power of sport. I hope this will continue in the years to come and the younger children will make 
it even bigger and better in the future.”  Imogen D Year 6 Sports Captain 
 
“One of the main activities was a Skipathon, lots of people got involved (even the teachers!) From that 
alone we raised £15! During the week, despite the rain, we organised many other activities: dance, ball 
games, mini cricket, an obstacle course and traditional playground games such as What’s The Time Mr 
Wolf? The main thing that really inspired me to get involved was knowing that all of the money raised dur-
ing the week would go towards helping children less fortunate than ourselves. I would like to think that our 
money will help children, who lead much tougher lives than us, find new opportunities to do things that help 
them achieve their goals.” Bella D Year 6 Sports Captain  
 
“Sports Relief 2020 was a great success some of the activities included tennis, cricket, an obstacle course 
and skipping, in which Mr Quinton and Mr Thwaites showed us their amazing skipping skills. The money we 
raised will help less fortunate people.”  Eloise & Emily  Sports Captains Year 6 

 
 
 

Sports and Vice Sports Captains Thomas, Ava, Bella, 

Imogen, Emily and Eloise  



 

        Children of Key Workers in School 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of children attending school has reduced this week, but they have kept busy completing         

numerous tasks and activities.  All of the children took part in a cookery lesson, where they made    

Spanish dishes and then ate their creations - We think Mr Fowler enjoyed the end result more than the 

children! 

Keeping with the Spanish theme, we tried on flamenco dresses and experienced flamenco dancing with 

Miss Garcia and Miss Lacey. 

 

 

 

 

 

We have continued to follow Joe Wicks (https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html) to 

get us ready for the day—if you haven't tried it yet, log on for a 9am workout! 

 

 

 

 

Reception have had an amazing time making their own sweetshop and then roleplaying what it is like to 

buy and sell the goods they have made. 

Some of the children have enjoyed making characters and props out of playdough which were based 

around the story ‘Hansel and Gretel’.  The handmade decorations really finished them off! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been doing lots of singing and working really hard with our English, learning about the 

Easter Story, and our Maths. 

https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html


 

 

 

Once again, thank you for your continued emails of support and kindness at this time. We hope this newsletter 

finds you well and you are all managing to settle in to the new routines. We have been so fortunate with the 

weather and this has certainly helped lift spirits a little. We fully appreciate the demands the new routine is  

having on your daily lives, especially those who need to continue to work from home or have a key worker/s 

within your family. We have every faith (and evidence) that you are all doing an amazing job at keeping some 

form of routine and learning going at home.  

 

 

Crispin’s and Patricia’s Daily Challenge 

The daily challenges are continuing to prove a success! We especially enjoyed seeing all the self-portraits and 

have made a gallery on our class page for you to view some of the pictures. It has been lovely to see all the 

children engage with the different tasks. Keep going! 

 

 

 

 

In school learning 

The children of front line key workers have been busy in school this week. They had a fantastic afternoon 

learning about different Spanish foods. Every child helped to prepare some ingredients to make a variety of 

different dishes. They peeled, chopped, mashed, stirred and mixed to produce some super yummy food. The 

best part was being able to taste the finished dishes! The children have also made a shop and practised using 

coins to pay for different items. As part of our Once Upon a Time story ‘Hansel and Gretel’ the children made 

some witches hats and decorated gingerbread house pictures.  

 

 

 

2buildaprofile 

Thank you to all those parents who have managed to upload your children’s work to the 2simple programme. 
These contributions from you will help form their Personal Learning Diary which we began at the start of their 
journey with us in September. Ideally we would like 3 observations per week with a little comment about what 
they have done. Please only upload one photograph per observation. We will then match the EYFS curriculum 
objectives to their learning at home. If you are having difficulty uploading your work to in-
box@2buildaprofile.com, please email your class teacher before the end of this week or after the Easter      
Holidays. We will be emailing the learning dairies at the end of this term so you can see how your observations 
have contributed towards your child’s learning journey.  
 

Easter Holidays 

Next week is the start of the Easter Holidays, although it has a very different feel this year. We hope that the 

sunshine continues and you all stay fit and healthy.  

We will begin uploading new learning and challenges on Monday 20th April. Thank you again for supporting 

your child’s learning at home.  

 

Take care,  

From the Reception Team  

Mrs Appleby  Mrs Pell   Mrs Melton  Mrs Dann   Mrs Bartlett  

mailto:inbox@2buildaprofile.com
mailto:inbox@2buildaprofile.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning from Home with the Discoverers 

We have had another great week of learning in the Discoverers 

Hub and we would like to share with you a little taste of what we 

have been up to!  

Spring Watch 

We have all been out and about this week looking for signs of Spring and we can confirm that it is out 

there! 

The Great Discoverers Bake Off 

If only we were able to taste some of these delicious looking treats.  

Bethany  P’s signs of spring 



 

Fabulous Learning 

We have been so impressed with the 

learning that you have been doing at 

home. We all feel very proud of you!  

Tricky Word Group 

Mrs Shingfield and Miss Colligini have 

been very impressed with the children 

learning their tricky words...even 

when they are at home.  

Chloe C is drowning in them and Theo A is flying!  

So we are getting into a timetable now (aren’t we Samuel E?) 

We have enjoyed listening to Mrs Dobson and guessing the 

mystery reader and there is plenty more to come after the 

holidays.   

Discoverers Fancy Dress Exercise Challenge 



 

                                          A week in the life of the Inventor’s 

 

Purple Mash  

We would like to say how great all the work has been on Purple Mash and the children seem to be enjoying 

completing it.  A message from Miss Barnicoat, Mrs Roberts, Miss Scutt and Mrs. Woolwright:  “Learning on 

Purple Mash is going really well. Most of you are completing all the 2dos and achieving super scores. Keep at 

it, you're amazing!” We've been really enjoying seeing your work, some of which has included treasure maps 

showing treacherous journeys through mountains, forests and seas, a leaflet showing the wonders of Bristol's 

Pirate history, as well as lots of maths and spelling quizzes.  Well done! 

Year 3 have been reflecting on the Easter Story, describing each part of Holy Week and illustrating with pic-

tures. We have also been identifying proper nouns from the Easter video.  In Maths, we have been working 

hard practising multiplying using different strategies and solving problems.  

 

We have also had a wonderful range of work from children demonstrating creativity across all the subjects. 

We have seen some spectacular model pirate ships, carefully thought out science experiments and some 

beautifully observed artwork. We can see that you are working hard at home to give children a great range of 

experiences, covering everything from online PE lessons and skills, to gardening, sewing, cooking and much 

much more!                                                                   

 

 

 

 

Year 4 have had a productive week, working on a range of different activities. Mrs Beach and Mr Parmiter 

have enjoyed seeing and hearing about what the children have been getting up to at home. It seems that Year 

4 is full of budding, chefs, gardeners, gymnasts, scientist and artists!                    

In English, the children have been planning and writing their own pirate adventures. It has been wonderful to 

see them try and use some of the writing skills we have worked on so far this year. The children have been 

using their creativity in Maths and come up with some brilliant posters to help explain how to multiply and di-

vide numbers by 10 and 100.  Year 4 are also getter faster at their 12 x tables!   

 

 

 

Riddle me this!  

Miss Barnicoat brings us this 

week’s riddle:  

What has a face and hands but 

no arms?  

Check out next week’s update for 

the answer, or if you can’t wait till 

then, email Miss Barnicoat! 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Everybody, 

Many thanks to all the adults out there who have risen to the 

challenge and have continued the huge task this week       

keeping the children motivated and connected to the school.  

Also a big thank you to the children who have remained        

focussed and have been turning in some really good pieces of 

work.  Keep it coming. 

Some of the children in Year 6 have set up a “Drive By”  Library 

so that they can share books – what a brilliant idea!  I’m sure 

they would welcome new members.  Get in touch with Eloise P 

or set up one of your own among your friends.  Let us know of 

any innovative schemes you have come up with.  

We know that many of you have 

read the short story (The Character 

Strikes Back) which is on the   

website.  How about writing your 

own short story, typing it up and 

sending it to your teacher.  You 

even know, it may even get      

published. 

Nathan’s suspension 

bridge, using Tinkercard 

Xavier making pasta 

Emily planting seeds 

Shiloh’s cakes 

Sophie’s meatballs 

This Weeks Gallery 

 

Here are some links to websites which you could have a go at 

over the weekend.  Involve your family, challenge a friend or 

sibling.  

https://sundayschoolresources.co.uk/activities/easter-

wordsearch.pdf 

http://www.kidsmathgamesonline.com/sudoku/
printableworksheets/medium/1.html 
https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/119/words-meaning-beautiful/ 

Alfred busy in the 

kitchen 

Patrick on his bike 

Elise designed a book cover 

of her favourite story 

Aniya L 6Q and her brother Danyal 4B doing 

Zumba 

Oscar L 6Q made a 

bug hotel 

Joe C 6Q on his bike 

Junk Poem 

by Joey 

Arley and Lily exercising 

Sophie’s garden 

painting 

https://sundayschoolresources.co.uk/activities/easter-wordsearch.pdf
https://sundayschoolresources.co.uk/activities/easter-wordsearch.pdf
http://www.kidsmathgamesonline.com/sudoku/printableworksheets/medium/1.html
http://www.kidsmathgamesonline.com/sudoku/printableworksheets/medium/1.html
https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/119/words-meaning-beautiful/


What have you done this week to keep active? 

We know that many of you have been joining in with Joe Wicks in the mornings, yes we know it’s early but, it 

is great fun if you join in with all the family.  Here are some images to make you smile. 

 

Miss Garcia’s Spanish Corner 

 

 

Miss Staines 

getting away 

from it all 

 

Mrs Brunskill    

jumping for joy 

 

Miss Richards 

taking it easy 

Miss Lacey and Miss Garcia exer-

cising with Joe Wicks 

 

Mrs Harrison  

exercising 

body and 

mind 

(http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/goalkeeping-masterclass/) 

Mr Attewell has never been much of a goalkeeper, but he's been practising hard and we think he's doing really well. 

What do you think?  Click on the link above. 

 

Mr Quinton  

doing PE at 

school 

The translation below of Miss Garcia   

lovely spring poem.   

 

 

 

 

Penny 5L’s translation into Spanish and 

Italian. 

  

Willow F  

Spanish home 

learning 

Milly G  Spanish 

home learning 

http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/goalkeeping-masterclass/


 

Our church school partnership 
 

Firstly, a big well done and thank you to all the teachers and staff for managing to run ‘normal 

school’ for the children of Key Workers, whilst setting tasks for most children to be doing at home 

– keep it up!  Secondly, a big well done and a pat on the back for all the parents at home with  

children, juggling other commitments alongside encouraging home learning.  You made it to the 

Easter Holidays! 

 

Perhaps like me you are facing the prospect of Easter Holidays at home with some mixed       

feelings.  No doubt many of you were planning to get away for a few days, and now are unable to.  

With so much having changed in our lives, it can be helpful to find familiar ‘anchor points’.        

Remembering and marking the events that we celebrate at Easter might be one of those 

‘anchor points’ for your family.  

 

None of us are allowed to gather in church to celebrate the Easter story, 

so St Mary’s is bringing Easter to you, via our You Tube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR2Yh7jxjVEh1t-wYDp5kxA  

 

Already uploaded is an exciting story about Dave the Donkey.  Styled 

like a school assembly, I’ve created this video to share the Easter story 

with your children.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1ePDOBRrsU   

Look out for the next one which will be uploaded next Friday.  

 

If you’re a crafty kind of family then check out our suggestions for some Easter crafts on our 

website https://stmarysb.org.uk/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=571539 or why not take part in our 

Easter Garden Competition! 

 

Finally, do let us know if you are aware of anyone locally who needs particular support at this time 

in some way.  As a church we are here to help, practically and prayerfully. 

 

Easter blessings, 

 

 

 

 

Revd Jema Ball  
vicar@stmarysb.org.uk 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR2Yh7jxjVEh1t-wYDp5kxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1ePDOBRrsU
https://stmarysb.org.uk/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=571539
mailto:vicar@stmarysb.org.uk


Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                                                                                              

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nightingale Art Project 

 

 

Join us as we look to celebrate the @NHS with a new Nightingale art project  

We were blown away by all your rainbows and the new Window Wanderland campaign aims to 
spread joy, brighten your world and say thank you from us all to the NHS during the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

As the first Nightingale Hospital in London opens and as the nation comes together on      
Thursday’s to clap for the NHS, we’re asking you to make your own Nightingale tribute  

Anyone can get involved – you can make your own version using Hearts and a 
Bird, or download one of the pictures of a nightingale below. Print bits of it, or all of it, and 
let your imagination go wild. Remember to decorate both sides so you can see the colours    
inside and out. Put them in your windows to mark the extraordinary work of the NHS. Please 
share, share, share to anyone who’d like to get involved. 

Download nightingale picture #1 

Download nightingale picture #2 

Eventually, we’re hoping to use your creations to make a unique piece of art to thank the NHS 
from us all. So please take a picture of your creations and send them to us 
at admin@windowwanderland.com or tag #thanktheNHS #WindowwWanderland 

https://www.windowwanderland.com/nightingale-art-project/  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.windowwanderland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/nightingaleheart1b.pdf
https://www.windowwanderland.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/nightingaleheart2b-1.pdf
mailto:admin@windowwanderland.com
https://www.windowwanderland.com/nightingale-art-project/



