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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

Hello everyone out there. We’re all still here it’s just that some of us have been forced to self-isolate for the time being. 
As with most of you, we are staying in unless absolutely necessary , in an effort to do what’s right. 
 
Attached, you will find a slightly different newsletter and it may change as we evolve over the next few weeks but one 
thing’s for sure. We wanted to stay in touch with all of you to make sure you know that this a situation we are all in to-
gether, that we will help with as much as we are able and also to keep the focus on the great things you are doing at 
home.  
 
That, ultimately, is what learning is about – not just what you do in school but what you as an individual take away from 
any learning opportunity and how you seek to link it to other aspects of life so that it makes sense and you can even ex-
pand on it.  
 
On the following pages you will see what the Hubs have been up to, as well as the children who are still coming into 
school. We are also working on creating opportunities for you to ‘meet’ with your teachers online, as well as loading 
some direct teaching inputs as videos, that they will share with you whenever they are ready.  
 
Children: Please, for your safety, teachers will only ever use your parent’s email address. They will not contact you 
through your own emails. If for some reason that does happen then pass it to your parents and ask them to reply sepa-
rately. Always check with your parents before responding to someone unless you are absolutely sure they are who they 
say they are.    
 

We have a special message from Rev Jema at St Mary’s for you all and I also wanted to give huge shout- out to this 

year’s Y4 for the work they did in Y3 during Arts Week. As you will see from the work below it is amazing and they have 

been selected to be part of the National Gallery ‘Take One Picture’ Exhibition. We hope that with all that’s going on 

there will still be a chance for that to take place. Even so we are extremely proud of the children and their teachers – as 

well as a huge congratulations to Mrs Appleby for putting all the work together and running it so brilliantly. 

I will reinforce the national message Stay at Home, Protect the NHS, Save Lives.  
 
This is what we should all be doing, no matter how important we think something else is. Limiting the spread of the virus 
is essential. It’s not enough to do some of it. 
 
We hope that you and all your loved ones are all able to stay safe, and to those of you who are in a stressful position of 
attempting to keep things going, we thank you and send our very best wishes to you all.  
 
Many thanks and very best wishes  
 

 

 

David Forrester 

 



‗Take One Picture‘ 

"Congratulations to the current Year 4 whose collective Art Work "Sea Of Faces" based upon the 
painting "Men at Work" by George Bellows which many of you will have seen  on display in the hall 
during last year's Arts week has been selected for a major exhibition at The National Art Gallery in 
London . The children worked hard researching the background to the painting and discussing the 
themes of migration. We are not sure when this will take place but will keep you posted as soon as 
we find out." 

Your brilliant work is something to be very proud of and a success for you all. A wonderful memory 
to put into your personal  ‘achievement account’ 

              Mrs Appleby 

‘Rainbow Alley’ 

 

If you haven’t joined the Rainbow 

message of support on facebook 

yet then it’s never too late (see 

below). The children form Stoke 

Bishop sent in a picture through 

Dr Merriman to the staff at 

Southmead Hospital and it’s now 

on their Rainbow Alley. A simple 

reminder to these hard working, 

critical staff that we do appreciate 

what they are doing and want 

them all to know that we have so 

much faith in them and will get 

through this. 



 

 

 

Children of Key Workers in School 

 

In school this week the children have completed many different tasks, both 

inside and out.  Future Stars visited us on Wednesday and led a session 

with the Reception children (x8) and then the 8 children left in Years 1-4.  

The jungle gym and the school grounds have lent themselves to outdoor 

learning opportunities, so we have been making the most of the wonderful weather!  (The sandpit has also 

been well used!) 

 

 

Miss Benfield and Mr Parmiter took active roles in their morning ‗Joe Wicks‘ 

exercises, which the children have been really enjoying – what a way to 

start the day! 

https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html 
 
 

 
 

Children have also been using the Chrome Books to complete their Purple Mash 

tasks that all children have been set. 

 

 

 

In Reception the children have been ‗crossing the magic river‘ when learning 

their sounds.  Today they were concentrating on the sound ‗oi‘ and crossed 

over when they found different examples. 

 

 

 

Some other great pictures we wanted to share... 

https://www.thebodycoach.com/blog/pe-with-joe-1254.html


 

 

 

Firstly, thank you for all your kind emails and support. It has been very difficult not to see the children and   

continue with the learning as it was, especially with the lovely terms coming up. However, we are trying hard to 

ensure there is some continuity and that our EYFS spirit continues through our ‗Current Learning‘ on our 

school website. It has been lovely to see so much learning going on at home but mostly how impressed we 

have been with the children‘s attitudes. Their smiling faces have been wonderful and really kept us going!  

Crispin’s and Patricia’s Daily Challenge 

Please keep checking in to see the daily challenge and sending your picture to vickie.melton@bristol-
schools.uk . This is a great way for the children to see each other completing the same tasks and encouraging 
them to work together. It keeps learning alive for the children. Here are some pictures from Tuesday‘s and 
Wednesday‘s challenges!  

 

 
In school learning 
The children of front line key workers have also been having a great time in school making clocks and writing 

about Little Red Riding Hood. The children have had great fun at forest school exploring the natural world 

around them. We had a potion making session to observe what happens when you mix different substances 

together. The children found lots of minibeasts including a millipede, a cocoon and lots of snails. They created 

many different potions including one to make you run super-fast and one to make you as tiny as a little ant.  

 

 

2buildaprofile 

We would like the children‘s online learning diaries to continue as they would do in school. Please take a photo 

and email it to the following address inbox@2buildaprofile.com. Your observations can include anything your 

child is doing to stay fit and healthy as well as any baking, craft or home school learning e.g. writing and    

number work. Ideally we would like 3 observations per week with a little comment about what they have done. 

Please only upload one photograph per observation. We will then match the EYFS curriculum objectives to 

their learning at home.  

Weekly learning  

On Mondays and Thursdays we will upload some new tasks for the children to complete at home in addition to 

the daily challenge. However, please check in Mon- Fri to see any other news/messages/learning opportunities 

that might be added.  

Thank you again for supporting your child‘s learning at home.  

Mrs Appleby   Mrs Pell    Mrs Melton 

The average time for 

children to balance on 

one leg was 15        

seconds! 

Charlie managed to 

find objects for all the 

letters of the alphabet 

and wrote some labels. 

mailto:vickie.melton@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:vickie.melton@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:inbox@2buildaprofile.com


 

 

 

Learning from Home with the Discoverers 

We have been thrilled to receive all of your amazing work this week. All of the grown ups in Year 1 and 2 

have enjoyed looking at your art work, writing, maths, photos and videos.  

We know that lots of you have been doing the lego challenge.  We have seen some great lego models of 

castles amongst other things.  Mrs Preston was sent a great collage of all her class‘s lego challenge on 

Wednesday. 

We have been busy recording ourselves reading and are ready for some more fun next week.  

Let‘s not  forget how all of the grown ups and lots of the children have been starting the day getting fit with 

Joe Wicks. Rosie (1P) thinks she‘s going to have a  6 pack by the time we are back at school! Mr Rowe is 

hoping for the same!   

Here are some of our great pictures... 



 

                                          A week in the life of the Inventor’s 

 

Sunshine, eggs, making, mixing and what do you get? Children having fun with their learning. The Inventors 

have really impressed us with all of the amazing activities they‘ve been up to both from their Home Learning 

and their own imagination.  

Super Scientists 

Lots of us have carried out a tooth decay science experiment using eggs.  Eggs shells, like our teeth are high 

in calcium so we could observe the effect different liquids would have on them over a few days. There have 

been some excellent conclusions made about the bad effects of sugary things (like coca cola) and acidic    

liquids (like vinegar) on our teeth, and just how important it is to brush!   

 

PE adventures 

The Inventors have been keeping themselves fit too. We love Joe Wick‘s daily workouts at 9.00am every day 

and have found lots of other ways to get our exercise from walks in the sun, to tennis, dancing, exploring the 

woods and taking an extra-long bike ride!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonderful Writers  

We have been amazed to see the excellent writing the Inventors have been doing at home, there is definitely 

a goal to get a Pen Licence!  In Year 4, we have been writing amazing setting descriptions to a desert island, 

a tropical rainforest or a busy pirate port. We also have created our own pirate characters, arrrgghhh!       

In Year 3, we have been practising writing speech in our stories using inverted commas and choosing an      

impressive array of words instead of ‗said‘!  

Inventors Brain teaser:  

Can you solve the anagrams below to find three synonyms for the word fast?  

 

We have been overwhelmed by the quality and amount of work the children in our hub have done this week. 

What a great start to this new experience! We are looking forward to the next instalment.  

fast seydpe ucikq twifs 

 



 

 

 

Firstly on behalf of everyone in the INNOVATORS team we would just like to say a big thank you to all of 

the children and their amazing parents or carers for your ongoing help, support and effort to maintain the 

learning during this period. 

We have been absolutely amazed by the quality and range of work that you have already sent us. It makes 

us all very proud and enthused to see that so much wonderful learning is taking place at home. It is also 

fantastic to see that you are all keeping busy with a variety of activities such as: baking, gardening, model 

making, keeping fit with Joe Wicks and creating rainbows to put in front and bedroom windows.  

Please do keep checking the Year 5 and 6 pages of the school website for regular school work updates, 

maths solutions, challenges and activities.  

Also, if you have any ideas or challenges that you would like to put forward to the HUB – please do get in 

touch with your teacher, we‘d love to hear about it! 

Parents /carers and children if you have any questions, queries about anything to do with home learning, 

secondary school or school in general, please do email your class teacher in the first instance who will do 

everything they can to help or to point you in the right direction for further assistance. 

NEXT WEEK: WE WILL BE RUNNING A KEEP FIT CHALLENGE! 

Please send your teacher a picture of yourself taking part in a Keep Fit exercise – we‘ll be doing it too! 

Here’s a selection of pictures we’ve received from the children in the Innovators’ Hub… 

   Milly 6Q baking biscuits  Gardening with Bella 6Q           Sophia 6Q making Parsnip Soup 

       

Lucas 6Q studying hard!          Alice, Victoria 6H and Joe Wicks!     Patrick 6H having a kick-about 



 

    

 

 

 

Over the last few days the INNOVATORS Staff have been developing their musical talents: 

 

Eloise 6H and her super 

scrabble board. 

Oscar 6Q made a bridge which can carry 

a 500g weight.  Can you build one that 

takes 1 kilogram? 

Shiloh 6H made this beautiful 

Rainbow to thank the NHS.  

Have you made one yet? 

George 5L produced this amazing 

Spanish homework. 

Lola 5L made this amazing bridge. 

Miss Garcia going crackers with 

her maracas! 

Miss Lacey maintaining the   

status quo playing her piano. 

Mrs Harrison said, ―I just 

somehow had to drown out the 

sound of Patricks piano      

playing!‖ 

Miss Richards not getting bored 

while she plays her    keyboard 

Mrs Brunskill tickling the ivories 

 

Mr Attewell playing the         

guitar—we feel sorry for his 

neighbours! 

 

Mr Quinton doing some much 

needed flugal horn practice. 
Miss Garcia’s Spanish Corner 

Miss Garcia has written this lovely 

poem.  Can you translate it?  The 

solution will be published next 

week! 



Free School Meals 

For those children eligible for free school meals we will contact you via email to let you know when your food 

parcel is available for collection.  Please note that food parcels must be ordered in advance and it is not 

possible to just turn up and take one.  Please contact the office if you are eligible and wish to receive one, 

if you have not already done so. 

From week commencing 6th April instead of food parcels we will be distributing Tesco e-vouchers via email. 

If you would like further support you may be eligible for help through the Bristol Food Bank .  Please contact 

the school office if you need further details. 

                                        Our church school partnership 
 

 

 

As Easter approaches I am very aware of all of the things we had planned to share with the children, which 

we are no longer able to do in the same way.  Sadly, ‗Easter Explored‘ (a trip to church for a sensory      

experience of the Easter story) had to be cancelled, and also the Easter service, which would have been 

next Friday.  As a church St Mary‘s has embraced the benefits of technology and set up a YouTube     

channel (search for ‗St Mary‘s Stoke Bishop) where we are posting regular videos and streaming services 

online.  You can also find us on Facebook.   

 

We hope to upload some ‗video assemblies‘ for the children from next week onwards – do share them at 

home if you can. On our website www.stmarysb.org.uk we have put together a Spiritual Survival Kit, and 

we are working on a section for families, where we will share resources to help children and adults reflect 

spiritually on all that is taking place in our lives.  

 

Like most of you, as a parent I am beginning to get to grips with how to enable Home Learning, as well as 

work full-time from home.  This season is certainly giving me a renewed respect for teachers, health       

professionals and the many other people whose work we depend on.  I have found this prayerful reflection 

below helpful in reminding me of what is truly important. 

 

I pray that you stay healthy, and discover some blessings and joys arising from this highly unusual season.  

At St Mary‘s we are here to support and serve, so do get in touch if we can be of any help. 

 

Revd Jema Ball vicar@stmarysb.org.uk   

 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools closed 
Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those who have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours.  Amen. 

http://www.stmarysb.org.uk


Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                                                                                              

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

 CHASE THE RAINBOW 

With our children home from school, people all around the   
country are putting rainbows in their windows to spread 
hope  after a trend started online.  A Bristol group has been 
set up with members posting pictures of their rainbows.  If 
you are interested in joining the Bristol Chase the Rainbow 
group, you will find it here:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chasetherainbowbristol/  

COMMUNITY SUPPORT / VOLUNTEERING 

 

Community Groups have been set up locally on Facebook to coordinate volunteers and to provide  
support to anyone who is isolating either due to risk factors or symptoms. 

You can: 

1) Offer your support as a volunteer; 

2) Access support for you and your families when needed; 

3) Let coordinators know that your street has already set up a support network for neighbours, sharing 
phone numbers etc. 

Local groups are listed below:- 

 BS9: BS9 Covid-19 Response (Sea Mills, Stoke Bishop, Henleaze & Westbury-on-Trym) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/659101674883198/?ref=share 

 BS10: COVID19/Coronavirus BS10 mutual help group (Henbury, Brentry & Southmead) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2586699761568664/?ref=share 

 There is also a North Bristol group set up by Darren Jones MP, North Bristol Corona Community     
Response 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/northbristolcorona/?ref=share 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chasetherainbowbristol/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/659101674883198/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2586699761568664/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northbristolcorona/?ref=share

