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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

Happy New Year! 

 
 

I’ve always loved Calvin & Hobbes. Sometimes it captures the absolute rage of youth so brilliantly – and of 
course connects with that little bit of us older folk that is still outrageously young. 
 
A very welcome return to school after what I hope has been a positive break. The reality is that many of us are 
actually far happier with the normality and routine of term time. The important thing is that we find some       
balance.  
 
The challenges that the new year can inspire in us can become life changing – whether it’s physical, mental or 
both. The best and generally the more successful changes, come from recognising - and building on - what’s 
good about ourselves already rather than seeking to become something or somebody new. 
 
Whatever your challenges/ goals/ resolutions – I wish you the very best in being focussed/ determined/        
resilient in achieving the change you aim to bring about for this new year.  
 
Have a great weekend – and a wonderful year. 
 
Best wishes. 
 

 
 
 

 
David Forrester 



 Assembly theme for Term 3 

Theme:  Courage 

    Attendance Winners                               

Class of the week for w/c 16th December  2019 

1P 99.3% 

Library Competition 

We are launching a competition to decorate the library and book areas of school.  

We would like you to draw your favourite book front cover on an A4 piece of paper.  

We will be putting up the winners of the competition and giving away prizes.  

Competition ends: Friday 31st January 

Please give the entries to Mrs Preston with your name and class.  

The Library Monitors  

Library Opening Times 

The library is now open on Tuesdays at 3.35pm for you to support your child choosing a book. 

Holidays? Already?! 
 

As we’ve just come back and we know that you may be planning holidays for later 

in the year, a reminder that we’ve done our best to help you with some of that, by 

putting the final two inset days for this year at the end of Term 4 (Friday 3
rd

 April) 

and at the end of Term 6 (Monday 20
th
 July). The aim of this is to allow you to 

catch some of those earlier flights/ avoid traffic and thus remove the need for   

children being taken out of school early for family holidays. 

It is, of course, very important that children are in school to support the continuity 

of their learning and so we would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the need to avoid taking term 

time holidays,  whether it’s days out for a long weekend or longer absences.  

Your understanding and support with this attitude to children’s attendance is really appreciated. 

Office  
 

Please be aware that from next week until the end of Term 3, the office will not be manned from 
3.45pm.  
 
Whilst some members of staff will do their best to be around to answer your queries/ deal with any     
issues after this time, it will not be a provision we can promise will be available to you. In addition, 
please be aware that our office capacity will be reduced in the daytime which may mean you do not get 
the usual immediate answer or response. Messages left on the answer machine or emails will continue 
to be dealt with in the same way and hopefully this will not cause any inconvenience to 
you. 
 
Many thanks for your understanding. 



Dodgeball Tournament 

It was a pleasure to accompany Ceinwen, Alfred, Joshua, Harry, Ava and Heidi (all from Year 5) to the 

Dodgeball Tournament at St Bede’s Sport Centre on Thursday. 

The children bubbled over with excitement and enthusiasm as well as showing great support for each other.    

They demonstrated skill and flair, working co-operatively and adapting their strategies depending on the 

strengths of their opponents. 

They played four games, winning one and were narrowly beaten in the others by three very strong teams. 

The children displayed great sportsmanship and were a credit to the school.  Well done Year 5 and thank you for 

an entertaining afternoon. 

Mrs Harrison 

 

After School Clubs 

Please can we ask parents to inform the office (as 

well as the teacher) if their child is going to be     

absent from any after school clubs so we are not 

searching for missing children at the end of the day. 

 

Thanks 

The Office Team 

Parent Prayer Group 

The Parent Prayer Group will meet at 9am in 

the foyer before praying in the staffroom on the     

following  Fridays:- 

* February 7th * March 6th * May 1st * June 5th 

* July 3rd * 

All are very welcome - do come and join us.    

Pre-schoolers are welcome too! 

 

Parent views 
 
Hopeful you have seen and had the chance to read the letter from Mrs Melton that was sent out this morning  
regarding Relationships and Sex Education (RSE). The aim is to give you a real opportunity to engage with the 
materials we use and the approach we take to developing children’s learning in this very important aspect of life. 
If you are able to join us for this session, we would really appreciate your time. This is a process that should give 
you a much better insight into what actually takes place in school whilst also helping us to understand the parent 
perspective more fully – rather than assuming that because many of us are parents, we already know your 
standpoint.  
We look forward to you joining us.  



Key Dates: 

Discoverers :  

Tuesday 11th February  2020 at 3.00pm 

(Music Concert to raise money for the     

homeless). 

Year 6: 

Monday 27th January 2020 at 2.30pm        

(SATs Session) 

Friday 31st January 2020 at 9.00am                             

(SATs Session) 
  Sickness/Absence 

T: 0117 3772173 

Please remember to call the 

school office by 9am if your 

child will not be attending school 

due to sickness or any other 

reason. If you leave a message 

concerning your child’s sickness 

can you please provide full 

details of your child’s symptoms 

as we keep a check on any                     

sickness going around. 

 

Hub Sharing Dates 

 

Explorers  

Reception: Tuesday 28th January 2020 

‘Finding the Balance’ Workshop 

2.45pm - 3.15pm  in Reception classrooms. 

Please sign up next to the poster outside each classroom.   

Thank you to those of you who have already signed up! 

 

Inventors 

Year 3 & 4:  Monday 10th February  2020 

‘E-safety’ 

2.15pm -3.15pm  in your child’s class. 

Toys * Dolls * Prams 

If you have had a clear out after Christmas and have any toys, dolls 

and prams you would like to donate we will be 

very grateful. 

Thank you 

The Lunchtime Team 

 

Term Dates 2019-20 

 

Spring Term 

Term 3 

Monday 6th Jan to Friday 14th Feb 2020 

Term 4 

Monday 24th Feb to Friday 3rd Apr 2020 

 

Summer Term 

Term 5 

Monday 20th Apr to Friday 22nd May 2020 

Term 6 

Monday 1st June to Monday 20th July 2020 

 

Inset Days 

 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

Monday 20th July 2020 

 



Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                                                                                              

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

Nordic4 kids Out and About After School Club  

Follow the link below for more information and how to book.  

https://nordic4.com/activity/stoke-bishop-out-and-about-club/ 

Cycle Sunday on the Downs is back for 2020 on June 14th. Save the date!  

Come and join us on Sunday June 14th for traffic-free cycling along Circular Road and Ladies Mile.  

We need your help! If you would like to see more opportunities for children to cycle in our area and are interested in 

making Cycle Sunday a great event again this year, we would love to hear from you. Key things at the moment are  

looking for sponsorship for event costs and raising awareness on social media. Nearer the time, there will be posters 

and flyers to get printed and distributed. We will also be putting together a team of stewards for the event itself. Any 

help you can offer, however small, would be greatly appreciated. 

If you would like to get involved or register for event updates, please email Vicki Cracknell on 

downscycle@gmail.com and join our Cycle Sunday Facebook group. More information, videos and pictures are at 

www.cyclesunday.net 

Thanks so much, Vicki, Kate and Tony  

https://nordic4.com/activity/stoke-bishop-out-and-about-club/
mailto:downscycle@gmail.com
http://www.cyclesunday.net

