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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

 
Roll up roll up … Tomorrow is our Christmas Fair!  
 
It comes as a result of the hard work of many parents, children and staff and 
we really hope you are able to join us. This PTA event is a traditionally        
fantastic occasion for all the family. 
 
There is so much happening, which you will have seen from the programme, 
and we are looking to have a wonderful time that helps to build (gently) the 
anticipation and excitement around the coming of Christmas.  
 
I am especially pleased with the PTA’s idea of making admission for children a 
donation to the Food Bank. We have a simple job to do at this time of year – 
that is to spread the spirit of Christmas to all. To remember that everyone 
needs to hear and experience the gift of giving to others is a truly important 
part of supporting Christmas as a community event.  
 
We are really looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible to enjoy 
the atmosphere, support the choir, visit Santa’s grotto, eat the pizza(!)  and - 
of course – buy up all those goodies for the Christmas stockings.   
 
If you haven’t organised this evening and have some spare time, then I’m    
going to remind you of the Beer & Carols event taking place at St Mary’s 
Church tonight – 7.30-10.30pm. They will be serving a range of interesting 
brews, including one form Aimee’s Winehouse. Tickets are available on the 
door or you can ring 0117 968 7449.  
 
Finally, I’d just like to give an official welcome to the new Vicar of St Mary’s, 
Rev’d Jema Ball. She was inducted by the Bishop into the parish last night 
and we look forward to a very fruitful partnership with her and the team at the 
church. As a parent and governor Jema will get a really close view of what we 
are doing in school and I’m very sure will become a valuable contributor to 
what we are trying to achieve. 
 
Have a great weekend. We hope to see you tomorrow. 
 
Best wishes  
 

 
 
 

 
David Forrester 
 

  Sickness/Absence 

T: 0117 3772173 

Please remember to call the 

school office by 9am if your 

child will not be attending school 

due to sickness or any other 

reason. If you leave a message 

concerning your child’s sickness 

can you please provide full 

details of your child’s symptoms 

as we keep a check on any                     

sickness going around. 

 
Term dates 2019-20 

Autumn Term 

Term 2 

Monday 4th Nov to Friday 20th Dec 

2019 

Spring Term 

Term 3 

Monday 6th Jan to Friday 14th Feb 2020 

Term 4 

Monday 24th Feb to Friday 3rd Apr 2020 

Summer Term 

Term 5 

Monday 20th Apr to Friday 22nd May 

2020 

Term 6 

Monday 1st June to Monday 20th July 

2020 

Inset Days 

Monday 6th January 2020 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

Monday 20th July 2020 



 Assembly theme for Term 2 

Theme:  Celebrating Differences 

    Attendance Winners                               

Class of the week for w/c 25th November 2019 

3B 99.7% 

Hub Sharing Dates 
 

Inventors 
Year 3 & 4:  Tuesday 10th December  9.15am in the 

hall 
Year 4 parents are invited to stay for an information 
meeting about the new Year 4 end of year times table 
test being brought in by the government. 

 

Birthday Thanks! 

Many thanks to Flynn and Alice (4B) who have both 

shared a book for their birthdays!  

The children enjoyed celebrating with a good book 

and friends. 

                                                               World War II Workshop 

On Wednesday the Innovators Hub were joined by Ritchie from Time Travel Education for our World War II day. 

The children were encouraged to dress up in period dress and we were absolutely amazed at the stunning    

costumes and effort made by everyone involved. There were refugees, land girls, RAF pilots, infantry personnel 

and even a Panzer tank!  

Our guide Ritchie, took the children on a journey through the major events of the war. He was amazed at how 

much they knew about the conflict and how it affected the lives of everyone involved. The children also learnt 

some basic first aid and how to put an injured person in the recovery position.  

During the second part of the session each class took part in an object handling activity. We were presented with 

a suitcase of incredible artefacts from the period which included German Helmets, ration cards, aviator goggles 

and even a copy of Neville Chamberlain and Adolf Hitler’s Munich Agreement.  

At the end of the session Ritchie held a quiz between the Year 5 classes and Year 6 classes, testing them on 

everything they had learnt during the day. All of the children took part and both quizzes were keenly contested! 

The winners were 5A and 6Q!  

The Innovators Team 

 



 

School Meal Supervisory Assistant 

The school currently has a vacancy for a 
School Meal Supervisory Assistant—SMSA 

Monday to Friday 11.50am to 13.20pm. 

Term time only, excluding inset days. 

£9 per hour 

Job Description and Application Forms are       
available from the school office. 

Class helpers 
 

Thank you to all those of you who have found the time to 

support children in school, whether as a one-off or on a 

more frequent  basis; by helping with reading or         

supporting with a trip; by improving the school               

environment or providing a club. 

All of these contributions to school make a difference to 

the children and staff so we are extremely grateful.  

Of course we can always do with more! If you have time 

to support in Y3, Y5 or Y6 in particular then please do let 

us know.  

It will always be gratefully received! 

Discoverers Y1 / Y2 – Christmas Performance 
 

Thursday 12th December @ 9.30am 
Friday 13th December @ 2.00pm 
You will have received details of the performance by email, which will have a slightly 

different flavour. Tickets are on sale until Tuesday 10th December and will be       

restricted to two per family.  Any unsold tickets will go on open sale Wednesday 11th 

December. 

 

 Christmas Jumpers 

A reminder that we are having our Christmas Lunch on Tuesday 17th December and the children are        

welcome to wear a Christmas jumper.  They can also wear a Christmas jumper to the  Carol Service on     

Wednesday 18th December at St Mary’s Church; rather than bringing £1 into school for 

charity we ask that you donate to the church collection after the service. 

Christmas Raffle Tickets 

Please keep the tickets you would like to buy - £1 per 

ticket, £5 per strip. On the stubs, please write your 

name and your child’s class number.  Please return 

the ticket stubs and your money, in the envelope    

provided, to the school office or the tombola stall at the 

Christmas Fair by 3pm.   

Nativity Costumes Needed 

If any of your older children have outgrown their      

nativity costumes please could you donate them to 

Year 1 and 2 so that we can use them for our learning.   

Many thanks,  

The Discoverers   

Amendment to the Christmas Fair Programme 

Please note an amendment to the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ in the Christmas Fair Programme: 

What time is the choir on? Should read 2.30pm, and  

What time is the orchestra on? Should read 1.15pm. 



We need you! 

 

The Innovators Hub (Year 5/6), as part of their WW2 topic, will be building a replica life-sized WW2 air-raid    
shelter in the  playground on Thursdays throughout term 2. For this to be              successful, we need you!  

Work will commence on the second Thursday of Term 2 with Year 5 working in the morning and Year 6 in the     
afternoon. We need adults to assist with preparation and building of this shelter.  Please can you check with your 
child’s class teacher for timings.  

If you have the skills, tools and the time (mornings/afternoons, one-off days/ consecutive weeks) please express 
an interest through the office.    

 

Many thanks,   

 

Innovators Hub 

                                              Christmas Carol Service Prayer 

 

The Language Ambassadors are looking for children who would like to read a short prayer 
in another language at the Christmas Carol Service on 6 pm, Wednesday 18th December 
at St Mary's church. Maybe you speak another language at home that you would like to    
showcase or perhaps you have connections to another language you would like to explore? 
We'd welcome any child who is confident to read alone, siblings together or family 
groups. You'd be welcome to wear national dress to celebrate the language if you'd like to. 
To participate, let Miss Scott or Mrs Bird in Year 3 know by Tuesday 10th December, and 
bring a translation of this short prayer in your chosen language to them.  "May the dream of 
peace take flight around the world." 

 

Drama Club 

Drama Club continues after Christmas and this time it’s KS1’s turn!  It runs in Terms 3 and 4, every 
Tuesday after school, 3.30-4.30pm in the lower dining hall.  In drama club, children will play all kinds 
of drama and improvisation games to help them develop their confidence, their vocal and physical 
expression and have fun while doing it.  The term consists of 5 sessions at £4 per session, £20 in 
total.  Please contact Emma Hambly-Smith directly on e.jane@blueyonder.co.uk to reserve your 

child’s  place, or if you have any questions.  

Rock Steady End of Term Concert 

A reminder the end of term Rock Steady concerts are next week! The two dates are:  

Wednesday 11th December, 14:45  

Thursday 12th December, 14:45  

Your child's concert will be on the same day that they have their lessons.  

Parents and carers are invited along to watch but we ask you to arrive 10 minutes before the concert time so 
that you can be seated before all of the children come into the hall.  

We look forward to seeing you then,  

Miss Lacey  



Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                                                                                              

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

Nordic4 kids Out and About After School Club  

Follow the link below for more information and how to book.  

https://nordic4.com/activity/stoke-bishop-out-and-about-club/ 

https://nordic4.com/activity/stoke-bishop-out-and-about-club/

