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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

I have spoken to the children this week around our specific plans on Recycling. We are finally getting boxes and bins   

organised to support the effective sorting of our waste – paper, cardboard, plastics. We will also be sorting the rubbish in 

the adults spaces more effectively too.  

We are just waiting for the equipment to be delivered and we will be on our way – A really important step in developing the 

principle of being advocates for the planet we live on. Starting with our own immediate environment. I know that many of 

you have these conversations with the children on a regular basis and we do have some children who show a tremendous 

awareness. Hopefully this will provide a prompt for all of the children to ask you and us more questions, take more            

responsibility and to lead the agenda themselves in school. 

In addition to this I have talked to the children about Reducing our waste, particularly in relation to food. The amount that 

is thrown away on a daily basis is significant. Some of it never even gets touched. Some of it never even gets served.  

Mrs Lawrence has therefore spent some very valuable time in looking at how we can improve this situation and finding  

solutions that we hope make things easier and more responsive for everyone.  

The result is that all of the children will now select the specific lunch they want when they are registered in the morning. 

The meal system will then give a detailed print out to the kitchen, which will allow them to cater much more accurately for 

what has been ordered. The children will then be given a coloured disc when they come into the dining hall, which they 

show to the lunch staff, to identify which lunch they have ordered. There no longer be the need to complete termly meal 

pattern forms. 

This will hopefully do several things: In the first instance it means that children can order, each day, exactly the type of 

meal they wish to have (Main school meal, vegetarian, jacket potato etc.), special dietary requirements will be dealt with as 

normal. The new Autumn Menu has been sent out and a copy is attached (http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/10/Stoke-Bishop-Autumn-Winter-Menu-Flyer.pdf)  this will help you to know what is on offer each 

day. Secondly, it means that the catering will be done on the basis of all the meals that are required, so whatever your 

child orders should be available at whatever time they are called to lunch.   

Ultimately, of course, this should mean that children are receiving the meal they want. That in turn should mean they are 

eating more of the meal (if not all of it!) and the kitchen are able to cater much more closely to what is required. The      

result? Less Waste! 

The teachers will be taking the register in this way from the beginning of Term 2. The result is that we should see a major 

difference in the waste we produce every week. We’ll keep you in touch with how it’s going.  

The final ‘R’ is of course Reuse. As ever we are looking to make use of different things that you don’t need any more and 

whilst we are not an alternative to taking your rubbish to the tip, you will find that the teachers are always looking for     

specific items in the curriculum newsletters and the PTA is always happy to take school uniform – saving parents money 

and reducing the amount of clothing we generate in the first place. 

Thank you for your support with these initiatives. As ever, please share further ideas with us – whether through the children 

or by contacting us.  

Have a great holiday and we will see everyone back for more on Monday 4
th
 November. 

 

Best wishes  

 

David Forrester 

http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Stoke-Bishop-Autumn-Winter-Menu-Flyer.pdf
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Y7 Applications 
Have you remembered to complete your application for 
your child’s secondary school place? This  closes on 
31st October 2019.  
Applying for a school place after the closing date will 
disadvantage your child, as they will not be included in 
the first round of allocations. This may significantly re-
duce the likelihood of being offered a school place at a 
preferred school. Parents should apply online.  

Attendance- Friday Afternoon Pick-Up 

 

On the basis of some past experience and 

patterns that we see emerging please can I 

ask you quite openly not to make ‘dental or 

GP appointments’ for your children on Friday 

afternoons. If you have a hospital appointment 

please bring proof of appointment.  

In all honesty, we are aware that people like to 

get a ‘quick start’ down to the coast at the 

weekend but that should mean maximising the 

time available rather than extending it.       

Children will not be permitted to leave school 

until 3.30pm 

Thank you  

Year 3 Stone Age Camp 

Year 3 ventured to Wraxall Woods, journeying back in time to experience life in the Stone Age. During 
the workshops, we examined Stone Age tools, practised building simple shelters, created clay pots 
and tried our hand at starting fires with flints. We found out how difficult it is to grind corn between 
stones and thought about making use of every natural resource available. A brilliant day and as ever a 
huge thank you to parent volunteers.  

Year 3 Team 

Year 4 Roman Baths 

On Thursday 24th October, Year 4 had their first ever school trip to the Roman baths. We had a     
wonderful time exploring the baths and especially enjoyed seeing the hot spring flowing. We also were 
very lucky to have a workshop where we had the chance to; dress up in togas, make our own mosaics 
and learn about Roman buildings and some of their clever inventions.   

The children represented the school wonderfully and had a great time! 

Please see the year 4 class page on the website for more photos! 

Fireworks Night  

Fireworks Night will be held Friday 8th November 

(Saturday 9th November if bad weather occurs) 

Gates will open at 5:30pm and the display starts at 

6:30pm.  
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Remembrance Day 

We will be selling Poppies and  other items in 

support of the Royal British Legion after half 

term. 

 

Wet Weather Clothing 

A reminder that from the beginning of next term we are asking all children to bring in old 

shoes/trainers and old tracksuits/clothes that can be used to play on the field at lunchtime. 

This is to ensure that children are able to keep using the field during the winter. 

It will be an expectation that children have these things in school. They don’t need to be 

‘clean’ every day but they would perhaps benefit from a change at the end of each week! 

Ultimately, the children will be responsible for making sure they are wearing the right clothing at the right time. 

We will be talking to the children about this but if you can prepare a bag of play clothing for them that will 

mean they are able to access all the different play areas in school that will make it far more straight forward 

and easy for them to get it right. 

We recognise that this is a shift in approach but the aim is to make the play equipment more widely accessible 

and it is part of building a strong culture around play and outdoor learning that excites children and is part of 

them wanting to be in school. 

We need you! 

Next term the Innovators Hub (Year 5/6), as part of their WW2 topic, will be 

building a replica life-sized WW2 air-raid shelter in the playground on    

Thursdays throughout term 2.  For this to be successful, we need you!  

Work will commence on the second Thursday of Term 2 with Year 6 working in the morning and Year 

5 in the afternoon.  We need adults to assist with preparation and building of this shelter. If you have 

the skills, tools and the time (mornings/afternoons, one-off days/ consecutive weeks) please express 

an interest through the office.  

 

Many thanks, 

Innovators Hub 

Musical Opportunities 
There is a now a space available for violin 
tuition at school on a Monday afternoon. If 
you are interested, please contact Helena 
directly on:  helenatorpy@hotmail.com 
There is only one space available and it will be allocated 
on a first-come first-served basis.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We are pleased to now be able to offer brass 
lessons at school on a Tuesday. If you are 
interested, please contact Claire directly on: 
clairefrasertyler@gmail.com 
There are only two spaces available and they 

will be allocated on a first-come first-served basis.  
 

Miss Lacey 

Learning Meetings 
 
As mentioned last week, you will find attached 
guidance for parents on how the learning meetings 
are organised for next term.  
 
It is really important that you read this so that you 
are clear as to the significant changes we are 
making to the whole Parents evening / Annual  
Reports arrangements for this year.  
 
Most importantly we want you to be ready to sign 
up when the online system becomes available at 
the beginning of next term. The meetings will be 
taking place between Monday 18th November 
and Friday 29th November. 
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 Assembly theme for Term 1 

Theme:  Believing It’s Possible 

    Attendance Winners                               

Class of the week for w/c 14th October 2019 

1B 100% 

Sponsorship Forms 

The children had a fantastic time  completing the 

school sponsored walk on Tuesday 15th October. 

Please can you ensure to send in the sponsorship 

form to the office and also tick if appropriate the 

gift aid box.  

Parent Prayer Group 

The Parent Prayer Support Group will meet at 9am in 
the foyer before praying in the staff room on the    
following Fridays. All are very welcome – do come 
and join us. Pre-schoolers are welcome too! 

 November 8
th

  

 December 6
th

  

Rags 2 Riches Clothing Collection 

We are having a Rags 2 Riches clothing 

collection on Tuesday 12th November.  

Any donations should be bought into 

school on the morning of Tuesday 12th 

November and put under the canopy in the KS2 

playground 

Thank You 

New for November!   Scrape! rattle! crash!  ……..… ting!  
 
Join our Junior Percussion Ensemble for 7-12 year olds, where you can learn and develop your percussion 
skills on tuned and un-tuned instruments from across the percussion family.  We will explore a wide range of 
styles, including orchestral, samba and junk percussion! 
 
Junior Percussion Ensemble starts on Wednesday 6 November, 4.30-5.30pm at Music Centre West, 
Stanton Road, Southmead, BS10 5SJ.  Come along for a free taster session and get the next 5 sessions 
for £15.  
For further information and booking visit our website www.bristolplaysmusic.org/junior-percussion or call 
0117 204 7140.  For details of all musical opportunities provided by Bristol Plays Music please visit 
www.bristolplaysmusic.org. 

Hub Review Meeting 
You will find a copy of the Powerpoint that was used at the Hub Review on 16th October along with feedback 
comments from parents and staff, by following this link to the website: 
http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/evolving-stoke-bishop/  
 
We discussed the new Behaviour and Anti-Bullying Policies at the review meeting. The draft policy will remain 
on the website until discussed and ratified with governors in December.  
 
The link below is for you to read a summary of responses to the survey on the school camp. The outcome   
generally supports the proposal that we have put forward. Thus the Y2 children will have a range of activities 
and events throughout the year rather than a key residential experience. The Y4 children will have a block of 
activities / events that include some form of overnight experience. We will be meeting to discuss, plan and cost 
this at the beginning of Term 2 and will contact all Y4 parents with the proposed plan soon after that.  
Many thanks to those of you who have responded, and to those of you who shared your views at the Review 
meeting last week. We do find it helpful and important to understand the range of opinion and feeling on such 
things.http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Responses-to-Whole-school-Camp-
Trip-survey-27.9.19-16.10.19.pdf 

Birthday Thanks! 

Many thanks to Theo (2A) who has shared a 

book for his birthday!  

The children enjoyed celebrating with a good 

book and friends. 
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