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25th September 2019 

Residential Camp survey: 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have reviewed the provision for residential camps during the children’s Primary schooling and 
have come to the following conclusions: 
 
There are a huge range of positives that are both anecdotal and recorded in support of the 
experiences many children get from a residential camp. Many children have a wonderful time, 
embracing the activities and gaining valuable social skills. The clearest gains are where the children 
are older – particularly in Y6 – and have the capacity to engage in conversations about their personal 
challenges and reflect on strategies that will help them. The excitement and enthusiasm are palpable 
in the build up to their trip. 
We considered the difficulties that had led us to look at alternatives: 

 The trips are increasingly expensive and this creates challenges for some families – 

particularly where there are children in more than one of the year groups. As a result it 

becomes very difficult to ensure equality where all children are able to take part in the 

experience. Every year some children miss the trip. This can have a huge impact on the self- 

esteem. 

 There is a huge amount of logistical planning for the teachers and the school office to ensure 

that such trips run smoothly. The residential aspect in particular creates a huge range of 

safeguarding paperwork and procedures based on children’s needs and ensuring school is 

covered for all liabilities. This is time that could be used much more effectively towards 

planning for direct curriculum learning or ongoing administrative tasks. 

 Whilst the experiences are fun for a lot of children, there are a number, especially in Y2 and 

Y4, who don’t actually enjoy the physical challenge and are not yet mature enough to develop 

the skills that they need to overcome their fears / difficulties. This means that, whilst they are 

participating, they don’t actually move forward in their abilities or their expectations of 

themselves – making the context and content of the trip largely irrelevant for them. 

 To ensure we have the appropriate ratio of adults to children we have to draw staff from 

across the school. This means that they are not doing their actual job – mostly this means 

they are not working directly with the children they are in school to support. In addition, these 

members of staff are also having to make arrangements for their own family situations. The 

additional costs to school for staffing and the impact on children’s learning is not felt to justify 

the outcomes for those 55-60 children. 

 As with all activities in the UK the trips are definitely weather sensitive but the Y2 in April has 

a high chance of being wet and cold. This impacts significantly on the experience for those 

children who already find it a challenge. It also adds to the risk and therefore challenges for 

staff to ensure all children are safe on equipment. 

 The journey time to both the Y6 and Y4 camp are long. This reduces the flexibility around 

access/ support that may be needed from school staff.  



 

 
 
What we have decided:  

 We want children to have experiences that are challenging fun and exciting. 

 We would like to ensure these experiences link more to their on-going learning 

 We need to diminish the time spent on administration and logistics, where the effort is not 

balanced by the direct impact on children’s learning (in the broadest sense)  

 The experience of one group of children should not impact significantly on that of others 

 We would like to reduce the cost to parents across the children’s time in primary school 

 
What we are suggesting: 

 Y6 children’s camp will continue in the same format– although we will look at alternative 

provision / opportunities, keeping the cost of this in mind. 

 Y4 children will no longer have a residential trip. We would like them to experience some 

physical challenges similar to those at the camp – but much more local. These would be made 

up of some different experiences. It may involve a ‘camping’ night at school. The reduced cost 

of this would mean there was still scope for another trip or event in school in the year.  

Alternatively they could have the option of different trips/ events across the year that are linked 
directly to their learning. This is   

 Y2 children would have a range of trips across the year that would be directly linked to their 

themes. This would spread the cost (it may even be a little cheaper), give a range of 

experiences that they can still be excited about and also improve the links to their learning. 

 
Please could you complete the survey at the following link or scan the QR codes below in order to 
help us understand your feelings on this issue. We are anxious to build a strong picture of the whole 
school views so that we can look now at provision for next year. 
 
Many thanks for your time. 
 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9B9GWD3 
 
 

 
 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 

David Forrester 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9B9GWD3

