
Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

We have met and discussed the different options at school lunchtime and have come to some conclusions that I wanted to 

share with you.  

Pros 

 Undoubtedly there are lots of children who are enjoying being able to have a ‘picnic style‘ packed lunch – either 

home or school provided. This continues to be the case in Term 1 as it was in Term 5 & 6 last year.  

 Many of the children socialise more and for longer over their meal as a result of being able to sit down outside and 

eat at their own pace. 

 Children enjoy making decisions / choosing options for themselves. 

 It has made some of the children particularly aware of the issues around waste and recycling that we need to      

address in school. 

 The feeding process is generally easier for lunchtime staff and the atmosphere is calmer due to the majority of    

children being outside. 

Cons  

 The issue for some parents has been the difficulties it raises for them in ensuring their children have a hot meal in 
the day. In some cases this is where children are struggling because the cooked option means they can’t be with 
their friends. 

 Our caterers recognise the limitations they have in providing variety for the packed lunch meal. This is even more of 

an issue for some of the children with dietary needs, who only receive the same option each day.  

 The presentation / separation of the food going into the bags is not as effective as we would want it to be in school. 

 Children are not developing their basic table manners (eg handling of cutlery ) due to always being in ‘picnic’ mode. 

 The use of paper bags presents huge recycling issues that we would like to tackle. 

 There is a significant amount of waste that is hard to monitor and control with the packed lunch option. 

 There is a large impact on the administration side due to eating patterns being changed on a daily basis. 

As a result of these issues being considered we have reached the decision that we will continue with the packed lunch  

option on the school menu until the end of Term 1 as agreed.  

In Term 2 we will revert to the normal provision – and the provisional new menu will be sent out and uploaded to the    

website for you to see what is on offer by the end of term. Our caterers, AiP, have taken into account what they are      

hearing from children across the country and tried to provide a menu that is balanced and yet still more in line with what 

they enjoy eating. 

When Term 5 arrives next Summer, we will continue to allow children to eat outside in picnic style if they bring a packed 

lunch from home. School will no longer provide the packed lunch option on the menu.  

I think we have given this option a good chance but ultimately there are too many aspects that we feel don’t quite work for 

parents, for school and for our values at large. Thank you to all the parents who have contacted me over the past few 

months. Direct feedback is always helpful in gauging the way forward and hopefully helps you in understanding what we 

are trying to do in moving school forward. 

Best wishes 

 

David Forrester 

School Newsletter 
 

                 Newsletter No 4 Autumn 2019 

Stoke Bishop C of E Primary School 
Cedar Park, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, BS9 1BW 

Telephone: 0117 3772173    

Email: stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk        

www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk  

                                    Head Teacher: Mr David Forrester  



 
 

What a wonderful Harvest celebration we had 
on Wednesday. The children sang beautifully 
and the harvest table was adorned with a 
bounty of food for the foodbank. Thank you all 
for your harvest donations. 

Late Items Being Delivered to School 

 
As part of the review of office procedures we have 
noted a significant amount of time being spent by 
the Admin team running back and forth to classes 
with items that have been forgotten.  

 

In an effort to manage this please note that 
from next Monday if you bring in a  

forgotten lunch box it will remain in the  

office to be collected by your child.  

 

In an effort to improve children’s independence and 
to encourage them taking responsibility for their   
belongings PE kits, homework, water bottles should 
not be brought in later and will not be passed on. 
Teachers will not be sending children to the office 
for anything other than lunchboxes   

 

Thank you for your understanding 

Ofsted inspection of  Local Authority provision for Special educational Needs 
and Disability 
 
There is an important letter attached for parents of children with Special 
Educational Needs or Disability (SEND). 
The authority is undergoing an inspection by Ofsted for its provision for 
children with SEND. The letter explains the nature of this inspection and 
how you can register / share your views.  
 
I would urge all parents with children who have SEND to take part if you have the opportunity. The 
information and views that are collected are used to form a clear picture of how the local authority’s 
planning and provision works from your perspective. It then informs the inspection team in 
identifying what the authority is getting right and what it needs to work on next. 
 
If you have any further questions before contributing your thought then please don’t hesitate to  
contact Mr Burch or myself and we will do our best to support you as part of this process. 
depstokebishopp@bristol-schools.uk 
head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk 

Changes in Child Pick Up 

 Arrangements 

If there is a change to your 

child's going home  

arrangements please notify the 

office by 1.00pm at the latest. 

The office gets very busy at the 

end of the day and the office 

staff are not able to deliver late  

messages. Thank you. 

Discoverer's Hub Sharing  

Please join us Friday 4th    
October at 3pm 
to view all the 
hard work we 
have done so far 
in Year 1&2! 

mailto:depstokebishopp@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:head.stoke.bishop.p@bristol-schools.uk


Parent Working support: 
 
The next few weeks will see some 
significant steps. The plans are :  
 
Saturday 28

th
 September we will 

have the strip dug out with a digger.  
Tuesday 1

st
 October we will be laying 

sand and paving slabs for the welly 
stores to go on.  
Thursday 3

rd
 October we will be    

finishing the laying of slabs if needed.  
Monday 7

th
 October – Friday 18

th
 

October we will be painting welly 
sheds with children at various times 
through the week. Basic colours and 
then Hub related designs. We want 
the children to do some of the painting 
but anyone happy to volunteer to   
support that is very welcome indeed. 
 
This is a good time of year for the  
gardening to be planned properly so 
anyone with a little knowledge, time 
and willingness is welcome to contact 
me regarding helping out with this 
agenda! We would like to clean up the 
front approach to school in particular. 
 
Many thanks 
 
David Forrester 

School Sponsored Walk 

This years sponsored walk is taking place on 
Monday 14th October (weather permitting). 
Sponsor forms will be handed out to        
children.  

Money raised can be paid in via SIMS Pay 
but please complete and return the sponsor form to the 
office so we can claim the gift aid. Also please ensure 

your child has appropriate footwear on the day.                             

School Camp Survey 

 

We have sent out the survey regarding 
camps for each of the Y2 and Y4 parents and 
one regarding camps and trips for everyone. 
If you have the time please read the letter 
and then follow the link to the survey.  
 
I apologise for a couple of errors in the Y2 / 4 
letter but hopefully it still made sense to you. 
We are hoping to make more use of the  
Survey Monkey as a quick tool for gaining 
your thoughts / opinions on school related  
issues but we are new to it so the first few 
may be a bit clunky. We will improve! 
 
If you do not have the facility to use Survey 
Monkey please come to the office where they 
will give you a paper copy to record your 
views anonymously. 
 

PTA 
A final thank you to Mike and Sam Coles for stepping up to lead the PTA last year and for their work 
in building a strong network of willing contributors that has left the organisation in very good 
health. 
 
The team focus this year has been particularly pleasing to see since it has made what can seem an  
impossible job, far more manageable. The fact that helping out on occasions doesn’t mean you have to give 
your whole life over to the PTA and school seems to be a message that is getting out there! 
 
In that vein, a huge welcome and thank you to Simon Marshall for stepping up to the role for this year. The 
same also to Hannah Kealy for taking on the role of Secretary. We don’t have any vice chair/s yet but the 
role is still open for anyone to step forward so please consider it.  
 
Becky Kennedy has agreed to continue doing her fabulous job as Treasurer – unless anyone else is  
interested in taking it on! She would also happily work with a shadow for the year so that you get to  
understand the mechanics before taking it on properly. 
 
Remember – these things just can’t happen without you-whatever you are able to contribute 
PTA information is always available on  the website so just fol-
low the link: 
http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/pta/  

http://www.stokebishop.bristol.sch.uk/pta/


Term dates 2019-20 
 

Term 1: 
Monday 2

nd
 Sept – Friday 25

th
 Oct 2019 

Term 2: 
Monday 4

th
 Nov – Friday 20

th
 Dec 2019 

Term 3: 
Monday 6

th
 Jan – Friday 14

th
 Feb 2020 

Term 4: 
Monday 24

th
 Feb – Friday 3

rd
 Apr 2020 

Term 5: 
Monday 20

th
 Apr – 22

nd
 May 2020 

Term 6: 
Monday 1

st
 June – Monday 20

th
 Jul 

2020 

INSET Days: 

Monday 6th January 2020 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

Monday 20th July 2020 
 

 Sickness/Absence 
T: 0117 3772173 

Please remember to call the school 
office by 9am if your child will not 
be attending school due to sickness 
or any other reason. If you leave a 
message concerning your child’s 
sickness can you please provide full 
details of your child’s symptoms as 
we keep a check on any sickness 
going around school. 

Playground Donations  

The Lunchtime Team are looking for playground      

donations for the children. Looked after toys and    

completed children’s puzzles along with messy    

kitchen items are preferable. If you are having a clear 

out and have any contributions they will be very much          

appreciated! 

 Assembly theme for Term 1 

Theme:  Believing It’s Possible 

    Attendance Winners                               

Class of the week for w/c 16th September 2019 

2R 100% 

Year 6/7 Open Evenings 

 

                                                                               

Open Morning: 1st October, 9.00-

11.00am 

Open Morning: 8th October,9.00-

11.00am 

Visit the website to book your ap-

pointment. 

http://www.stkaths.org.uk/news-

events/latest-news/st-katherines-

open-evening-19th-september-

reserve-your-place/  

Books for Birthdays 

Just a reminder that this year we 

are  

introducing our new tradition,  

books for birthdays! 

We know that the children love to bring something special 

into school to share with their friends for their birthday. We 

would like this to be a book! You and your child can choose 

a book that they love (a new one, “as new” second hand or 

choose from the list on the school website) to donate to 

school.  

The book will then have a birthday label put inside to indicate 

that it was given by your child and for which birthday. It will 

be put on a special display in the library and then onto the 

shelves for all of the children to enjoy. This is of course     

Parent Prayer Group 

The Parent Prayer Support 
Group will meet at 9am in 
the foyer before praying in 
the staff room on the follow-
ing Fridays. All are very 
welcome – do come and 
join us. Pre-schoolers are 
welcome too! 

 October 4
th
  

 November 8
th
  

 December 6
th
  

http://www.stkaths.org.uk/news-events/latest-news/st-katherines-open-evening-19th-september-reserve-your-place/
http://www.stkaths.org.uk/news-events/latest-news/st-katherines-open-evening-19th-september-reserve-your-place/
http://www.stkaths.org.uk/news-events/latest-news/st-katherines-open-evening-19th-september-reserve-your-place/
http://www.stkaths.org.uk/news-events/latest-news/st-katherines-open-evening-19th-september-reserve-your-place/


Community Links  

Please note that the services advertised in Community Links are not endorsed by the school.                                                                                                              

Parents/Carers will need to make their own decisions about the benefits of these services. 

Nordic4 kids Out and About After School Club  

Follow the link below for more information and how to book.  

https://nordic4.com/activity/stoke-bishop-out-and-about-club/ 

https://nordic4.com/activity/stoke-bishop-out-and-about-club/

