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STOKE BISHOP CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

POLICY STATEMENT:   MATHEMATICS  

 

Rationale   

 

Mathematics is a key life skill.  It lies at the core of scientific understanding and of rational 

and logical argument.  Throughout their school experience, children will be given 

opportunities which will enable them to maximise their Mathematical potential thus 

developing the knowledge and understanding which is necessary for further study adult 

life and employment.  

 
(Mathematics seems to endow one with something like a new sense.   Charles Darwin) 

 

Purposes 

 

1. To ensure that children receive a broad, balanced and challenging Mathematical 

Curriculum which allows for continuity and progression as outlined by The New 

National Curriculum Mathematics Programme of Study. 

2. To instil curiosity motivation, confidence, perseverance, independence and a 

positive attitude towards Mathematics.  

3. To ensure children become confident and proficient with number, especially 

mental methods. 

4. To ensure children become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics (mastery). 

5. To ensure children can reason mathematically. 

6. To ensure children can solve problems. 

7. To promote enquiry skills and develop the ability to select appropriate methods 

and materials to complete a task through teacher modelling.  

8. To engender confidence in using Mathematical language and its use across the 

curriculum. 

9. To promote cross - curricular Mathematics. 

10. To ensure each child achieves his / her Mathematical potential. 

11. To give real life context to Mathematical learning and enable children to apply their 

skills and knowledge in a range of context. 

 

 

Broad Guidelines 
 

1. There will be 5 daily Mathematics lessons per week at each Key Stage 

2. At Key Stage 1 and Reception children will engage in Mathematical activities 

during the 1st session of the day which will focus on developing mental 

Mathematics strategies. 

3. At Key Stage 2 children will complete I Can Do Maths in their own classes 4 days 

a week during additional Maths sessions. 

4. There will be 1 lesson devoted to I Can Do Maths each week during which 

children will be grouped which will focus on addressing misconceptions and pre 

teaching strategies that the children will need the following week. 
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5. A range of resources will be used to support planning and learning of Mathematics. 

6. Teachers will use a variety of pedagogies depending on the desired outcomes. 

7. The daily Maths lesson will be composed of oral work and mental calculation, 

main teaching activity, independent activities and a plenary – the time attributed 

to each of these parts will vary depending on the needs of the children and in 

some lessons one or more of these activities may be dropped.   

8. The school Calculation Policy will support teacher knowledge and progression. 

9. Mental strategies will be explicitly taught and teachers may devote entire lessons 

to them when appropriate. 

10. Teachers will refer to the Yearly Teaching Programmes which cover all aspects 

of the NC for Mathematics at Key Stages 1&2. The Programme for Reception 

takes account of the Early Learning Goals for 0-5 year olds and provides a bridge 

from the EYFS to the NC* and teachers should use this as their reference point. 

11. Teachers will give priority to the key objectives, as outlined in the New National 

Curriculum for Mathematics, when planning work and assessing pupil progress. 

12. Children will be set (KS2) or grouped (KS1&KS2). These groups will be flexible 
to allow for movement.  

13. Tasks will be differentiated to match the children’s needs in line with the inclusion 

policy. 

14. Lesson objectives will be made explicit to and shared with the children and be 

displayed where all children can see them. 

15. Teachers will use continuous assessment (Assessment Tool) at periodic intervals, 

to keep themselves informed of children’s progress.   Children will be grouped 

for assessment purposes.  Children will be identified when not making sufficient 

progress, action plans will be put in place which may involve interventions. 

16. Teachers will use a pro–forma which will include success criteria, self- assessment 

(traffic lights) and next steps 

17. Children will have termly targets which will be stuck in their books, they will 

practise regularly and teachers will assess termly 

18. Children will be taught to approach calculation as recommended by the school 

calculation policy.  The children will be taught a range of mental calculation 

strategies, pencil and paper procedures so that they can make decisions about 

which strategy to use.  (Where there is sufficient evidence to suggest that a 

“shortcut “method is the only way a child will master a particular operation, this 

will be taught.) 

19. Children will be made aware that there are a variety of methods which can be 

used for solving problems. 

20. Mathematical investigations, games and puzzles, where children have to use and 

apply Mathematical skills, will be an integral part of the Mathematics curriculum 

and relate to real life as much as possible.  

21. Guided Reasoning sessions will enable teachers to prompt children with open 

ended questioning, encouraging the use of Mathematical Language and 

Mathematical Thinking.   

22. ICT will be an integral part of the Mathematics curriculum.  
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23. Teachers will identify the Mathematical possibilities across the curriculum at the 

planning stage as well as drawing children’s attention to links between subjects by 

talking frequently about them, in Mathematics and in other lessons.  

24. In Years 3 & 4 home learning tasks will be distributed termly (eg learning times 

tables, days of the week, months of the year etc) 

25. Home learning tasks will be set weekly in Years 5 & 6 in accordance with school 

policy and will support the work done in class as well as inform parents about 

what their children are learning.   

26. Home learning tasks will be set in other year groups on an ad hoc basis.  

27. Each class will have basic Mathematical resources (a toolkit) while some will be 

held centrally to be used on an ad hoc basis to fit it with the area of work being 

covered in class.  Resources must be made accessible for the children. 

28. Mathematical displays will be evident in classrooms both to celebrate children’s 

work and as an aid to children’s learning and once a year the corridor displays 

will have a Mathematical theme 

29. Teachers will improve and share their expertise by observing in other classes, 
team teaching and attending courses, in consultation with the SMT and 

Mathematics Subject Leader. 

30. A variety of assessment, both summative and formative will be carried out 

throughout the year. 

 

 

* 
EYFS teachers will support children in developing their understanding of problem solving, reasoning and 

numeracy in a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, learn, practice and talk about their 

developing understanding. Teachers will offer opportunities for these skills to be practiced, in order to give 

children confidence and competence in their use. 

 

This Area of Learning and Development will include seeking patterns, making connections, recognizing 

relationships, working with numbers, shapes, space and measures, and counting, sorting and matching. 

Children will use their knowledge and skills in these areas to solve problems, generate new questions and 

make connections across other Areas of Learning and Development. Mathematical understanding will be 

developed through stories, songs, games and imaginative play. 

 
The structure of Maths within EYFS will be partially formalised throughout the year in order to prepare 

children for Y1. 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Mathematics curriculum will equip children to think logically and abstractly and to 

develop and eventually master problem solving skills which they will be able to apply to 

real life. 
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